Enrichment activities for GATMA children

Maths

NRICH is an interactive maths website, run by the University of Cambridge. It provides puzzles, problems and games suitable for pupils aged 5-19. Many are submitted by pupils themselves.

The materials are presented using diagrams and videos. They can be printed out and are accompanied by notes for teachers. The website and its resources are updated once a month.

http://nrich.maths.org/public/index.php
English

Young Writers organises national competitions aimed at encouraging young people to engage in creative writing. Its website also provides resources for teaching young writers.

Young Writers


 HYPERLINK "http://www.youngwriters.co.uk/" 
http://www.youngwriters.co.uk/
NaNoWriMo is a non-profit organisation based in the United States. However, its challenges and competitions are open to young people around the world. It also links to a number of websites, competitions and publications to which young writers can submit work.

Helpful links, NaNoWriMo


 HYPERLINK "http://ywp.nanowrimo.org/links" 
http://ywp.nanowrimo.org/links
Languages

The Comenius programme facilitates partnerships between schools in the European Union. These partnerships involve whole-school projects that can be cross-curricular or specifically language-focused. Funding is provided for a planning visit and curriculum project.

You can find out more about Comenius and other international opportunities for schools on the Global Gateway website and in another article from The Key.

Comenius programme, British Council
http://schoolsonline.britishcouncil.org/funding/comenius

Community cohesion: international level
http://www.usethekey.org.uk/pupils-and-parents/school-and-community/community-cohesion/community-cohesion-international

Comenius Bilateral Partnerships are open to pupils over 12 years old. They last two years and involve a reciprocal exchange, lasting a minimum of 10 days. The British Council's website offers more information on eligibility, funding and how to make an application.

Comenius bilateral partnerships, British Council
http://www.britishcouncil.org/comenius-bilateral.htm

RE

REonline is a website project funded by the Association of Church College Trusts (ACCT). It provides a range of resources for both teachers and students of RE. Its student resources are suitable for children aged 5-18.

REonline
http://www.reonline.org.uk/index.php

Villiers Park Educational Trust has a range of extension projects and ideas for a number of curriculum subjects. Its projects for RE are aimed at extending A2 level students.

RE extension activities, Villiers Park
http://www.villierspark-online-extension-activities.org.uk/ActivityList.aspx?subject_id=18

ICT

Code Club is a nationwide network of volunteer-led after-school coding clubs for children aged 9-11. Code Club aims to connect programmers with their local schools and provide them with a set of projects to teach for an hour a week  It says its computer programming classes emphasise fun and creativity. At present it is free of charge to schools and children.

Code Club
http://codeclub.org.uk/getting-started/schools/

History

The Historical Association is an independent charity that supports history teaching and learning. It has a guidance document on supporting students who are gifted and talented in history, which provides enrichment ideas for teaching history at Key Stages 1 and 2. The last page of this document has links to other history resources for teaching gifted and talented pupils.

Supporting gifted and talented pupils, The Historical Association
http://www.history.org.uk/resources/primary_resource_1881_1.html

Geography

Geography Geek is a personal, non-profit making website for geography resources. Towards the bottom of the following webpage you will find two withdrawal session ideas for gifted and talented pupils. The website also has puzzles, quizzes and lesson plans.

Geography Geek
http://www.geographygeek.co.uk/other_stuff.html#GT

Jetpunk has several hundred timed geography quizzes on a range of topics and at different levels of difficulty.

Jetpunk
http://www.jetpunk.com/tags/geography.php

Music

The aim of the Department for Education’s (DfE) Music and Dance Scheme is to identify and assist children with exceptional potential, regardless of their personal circumstances, to benefit from specialist training as part of a balanced education. The scheme currently supports around 2,200 children.

Music and Dance Scheme, DfE
http://www.education.gov.uk/b0068711/mds/

Science, technology, engineering and maths (STEM)

Exscitec is a company that aims to raise pupils’ aspirations and attainment in STEM subjects

Exscitec is a company that aims to raise pupils’ aspirations and attainment in STEM subjects.

It provides summer schools, workshops, mentoring, science festivals, careers fairs and INSET training. These are usually delivered through partnerships with schools, local authorities or outreach providers. The inclusion of this commercial organisation here should not be taken as an endorsement by The Key.

Exscitec also offers a number of bursaries and awards for gifted young people.

Exscitec
http://www.exscitec.com/index.asp

Young Engineers is a registered charity that oversees a national network of engineering clubs in primary and secondary schools. It also runs a number of challenges and competitions.

STEM Challenge Days, for example, give pupils the chance to work on a “design and make” project as a group. These are designed to stretch young people. Young Engineers reports that these activities “help to build confidence and develop inter-personal skills, which can also improve students’ performance in class”.

Young Engineers
http://www.youngeng.org/index.asp?page=58

STEM challenge days, Young Engineers 
http://www.youngeng.org/index.asp?page=1260

Sport

The Youth Sport Trust can advise and support young people, teachers, coaches and parents, and aims to help talented young sportsmen and women to balance their academic and sporting activities.

Gifted and talented, Youth Sport Trust
http://gifted.youthsporttrust.org/page/welcome/index.html

Drama

... teaching drama is a way of developing both academic giftedness and artistic talent

Creative Education runs training courses on extending and challenging children who are gifted or talented in drama or the performing arts. The inclusion of this commercial organisation here should not be taken as an endorsement by The Key.

Teaching gifted and talented students in drama and the performing arts, Creative Education
http://www.creativeeducation.co.uk/7897/teachinggiftedandtalentedstudentsindramaandtheperformingarts

This 2006 article from Teaching Expertise argues that teaching drama is a way of developing both academic giftedness and artistic talent.

Bringing out talents through drama, Teaching Expertise
http://www.teachingexpertise.com/articles/bringing-out-talents-through-drama-1055

Philosophy

Dialogue Works is a consultancy working both with pupils and teachers to train them in critical and creative thinking methods.

Dialogue works
http://www.dialogueworks.co.uk/ 

