
Reception
Autumn 1 – 2020/21

Our topic this half term is called ‘Marvellous Me’



Autumn 1 – Marvellous Me!

Our topic this half term is ‘Marvellous Me’, we will be doing lots of work around what 
makes us special and thinking about who is in our families. We will also be talking about 

how to respect the rights of others while we work in Reception and establishing our rules 
and routines. We will be reading lots of books, some of them written by Todd Parr about 

families, and also some of our Reception bespoke books. 

We do follow the children’s interests when planning for activities and resources so some of 
the ideas may change. Our noticeboard in Reception is updated weekly with what we have 

been up to during the week as well as some photographs and also keep an eye on our 
Facebook and Twitter pages.

Reception PE day is a Friday.  Children will need to leave their PE kit in school for the half 
term.  Please make sure all items are labelled with your child’s name.



Week 1

During week 1 of the half term we will all be starting Reception on different days.  
This is to help us settle in, find our way around and get to know our new friends 

and teachers.  Our teachers will show us where to hang our coats up, where to put 
our bags and where to go to the toilet.

We will be doing lots of getting to know each other activities such as circle time, 
painting our self portraits, measuring ourselves with string and having a go at 

writing our names.

We will be reading ‘The Family Book’ by Todd Parr and talking about how families 
can be all different but that all families are special.  We will be drawing portraits of 

our special families.



How to help at home
• Talk about the importance of washing hands and practise doing this independently.

• Practise getting dressed independently.

• Talk about how your child feels about starting school.  Can they tell you something that 
made them happy during the day?

• Talk about who is in your family, some of your relatives might live near by and some 
might live far away.

• Talk about growing and getting bigger, show your child some old clothes or shoes of 
theirs if you have some to show how much they have grown.

• Help your child to practise writing their name.

• Share stories together, talk about the characters, settings and events.



Week 2

Topic/ Circle Time

During week 2 we will be reading ‘I like Myself’ by Karen Beaumont.  We will be talking 
about what we like about ourselves.

We will be talking about what rules we need to keep us all safe and happy in the 
classroom and making our class charters.

Phonics
We will be playing phonics games such as 

making up silly alliterative names for 
animals at the zoo (Tommy Tiger, Zoe 

Zebra), orally blending and saying simple 
words such as c-a-p and p-e-n and 

hearing and saying the initial sound in 
words.

Maths

We will be playing some counting games.  
Visit www.topmarks.co.uk for some 

counting games.  We love the 
gingerbread man one!

http://www.topmarks.co.uk/


How to help at home
Topic

• Ask your child what they are good at, what they like about themselves and what makes it good to be 
them.

• Talk with your child about what you are good at and what you like about yourself.  I’m sure your children 
can help you if you get stuck!

Phonics

• Ask your child to say the initial sound in different words. (Which sound is at the beginning of banana?)  

• Make up alliterative names for different people, animals or objects.  (Silly sausage, Peter Penguin, Daffy 
Duck – alliteration means that the words start with the same sound)

Maths

• Practise counting to 20.  Add actions such as jumps, claps and stamps.  

• Go on a number hunt, which numbers can you find in your house?



Week 3

Topic/ Circle Time

During week 3 we will be reading ‘The Feelings Book by Todd Parr and ‘The Colour 
Monster’ by Anna Llenas.  We will be talking about our feelings and what makes us feel 

different ways.

We will also be talking about friendship and what makes a good friend.

Phonics
Focus sounds – s, a, t, p

We will be introducing and recapping 
these sounds.  We will be saying them 

and forming them.  We will also be 
looking for them in the areas while we 

are busy.

Maths

Focus – Matching, sorting and comparing 
objects.



Topic

• Talk to your child about their feelings and what makes them feel those ways.  Talk about 
what they can do if they feel sad or cross as we all feel like that sometimes.  One idea is 
to do some exercise or do something they love doing such as playing with a friend or 
having a hug.

Maths

• Talk about things that are the same. Can you get out a selection of socks and match 
them together? Talk about things in your house or outside of your window that are the 
same or different.

• Collect some objects from around your house or from your garden, sort them into two 
groups.  Talk about which group has more objects, which group has less objects or if the 
groups have the same number of objects.  Ask your adult to change the amount of 
objects in each group and compare them again.

How to help at home



How to help at home
Phonics – This week your child will receive the first 4 letter sound cards in their plastic 
wallet

• Use them as flash cards and speedy read them.  Hide them and go on a hunt for them.

• Find objects beginning with the initial sound.  Practise writing the sounds using the 
rhymes.

• Make simple words with the sound cards.  Can you say the sounds individually and then 
blend them together to read a word. (s-a-t sat, a-t at, p-a-t pat, t-a-p tap)

Action Words – Set 1 is in your child’s plastic wallet

• These words are to learn by sight, they will come up in the reading books your child 
brings home this year.  Learn them first with the actions that are on cards then cover up 
the cards and learn them without looking at the actions.  We will test the children 
regularly and when they can read the full set without the actions we will give them the 
next set.  Practise everyday, practise makes perfect!



Week 4

Topic/ Circle Time

During week 4 we will be talking about people who help us.  We will be talking about 
different roles and responsibilities.  We will be writing thank you cards to someone who 

has helped us and talking about roles we might want to have in the future.

Phonics
Focus sounds – i, n, m, d

We will be introducing and recapping 
these sounds.  We will be saying them 

and forming them.  We will also be 
looking for them in the areas while we 

are busy.

Maths

Focus – Making comparisons between 
quantities.



Topic

• Talk to your child about people who can help them if they need it in the home, outside 
of your home and at school.

Phonics

• Use them as flash cards and speedy read them.  Hide them and go on a hunt for them.

• Find objects beginning with the initial sound.  Practise writing the sounds using the 
rhymes.

• Make simple words with the sound cards.  Can you say the sounds individually and then 
blend them together to read a word. (s-i-t sit, d-i-m dim, p-i-t pit, p-i-n pin)

Maths

• Collect two groups of objects, talk about which group has more, which group has less.  
Rearrange the objects so there is the same in each group.  Can your child count how 
many in each group?

How to help at home



Week 5

Topic/ Circle Time

During week 5 we will be talking about the postal service and people who help us by 
delivering letters and parcels around the country and the world.  We will be writing and 

posting letters.

Phonics
Focus sounds – g, o, c, k

We will be introducing and recapping 
these sounds.  We will be saying them 

and forming them.  We will also be 
looking for them in the areas while we 

are busy.

Maths

Focus – Exploring patterns.



Topic

• Write and post a letter to a family member, a friend or to the class in school.

Phonics

• Use them as flash cards and speedy read them.  Hide them and go on a hunt for them.

• Find objects beginning with the initial sound.  Practise writing the sounds using the 
rhymes.

• Make simple words with the sound cards.  Can you say the sounds individually and then 
blend them together to read a word. (g-o-t got, d-o-g dog, p-i-g pig, c-o-t cot)

Maths

• Find different patterns inside and outside your house, talk about them.

• Can you make your own patterns using objects or mark making tools?

• Can you make a repeated pattern and ask your child to continue it?

How to help at home



Week 6

Topic/ Circle Time

This week is National Library Week.  We will be reading all of our favourite stories and 
may have a virtual visit from a librarian.

We will also be investigating the role of the fire brigade and how they can help us.

Phonics
Focus sounds – ck, e, u, r

We will be introducing and recapping 
these sounds.  We will be saying them 

and forming them.  We will also be 
looking for them in the areas while we 

are busy.

Maths

Focus – Numbers 1 and 2.  

Recognising, forming and representing 
the number using objects.



Topic

• Find and read your favourite story.  Why is it your favourite? Why do you like it?

Phonics

• Use them as flash cards and speedy read them.  Hide them and go on a hunt for them.

• Find objects beginning with the initial sound.  Practise writing the sounds using the 
rhymes.

• Make simple words with the sound cards.  Can you say the sounds individually and then 
blend them together to read a word. (g-e-t get, d-e-n den, p-e-g peg, p-e-n pen)

Maths

• Can you find the numbers 1 and 2 when you are out and about?

• Can your represent the numbers in different ways?

• Watch the Numberblocks episode that introduces the numbers 1 and 2.

How to help at home



Week 7

Topic/ Circle Time

This week is Dental Health Week.  We will be learning about why it is important to keep 
our teeth healthy.  We will be talking about healthy diets and where to go when we need 

help with our teeth.

Phonics
Focus sounds – h, b, f, l

We will be introducing and recapping 
these sounds.  We will be saying them 

and forming them.  We will also be 
looking for them in the areas while we 

are busy.

Maths

Focus – Numbers 3.  

Recognising, forming and representing 
the number using objects.



Topic

• Talk about brushing teeth and why it is important to keep our teeth healthy.  Make a 
poster about good dental hygiene.

Phonics

• Use them as flash cards and speedy read them.  Hide them and go on a hunt for them.

• Find objects beginning with the initial sound.  Practise writing the sounds using the 
rhymes.

• Make simple words with the sound cards.  Can you say the sounds individually and then 
blend them together to read a word. (l-e-t let, b-e-d bed, b-i-n bin, s-a-d sad, b-a-d bad)

Maths

• Can you find the number 3 when you are out and about?

• Can your represent the number in different ways?

• Watch the Numberblocks episode that introduces the number 3.

How to help at home



Week 8

Topic/ Circle Time

We will be thinking about all of the people who help us that we have learnt about this 
half term.  We will be thinking again about what we would like to be when we grow up.

Phonics
Focus sounds – ss, ff, ll

We will be introducing and recapping 
these sounds.  We will be saying them 

and forming them.  We will also be 
looking for them in the areas while we 

are busy.

Maths

Focus – 2D shapes

Circles and Triangles



In 2015, world leaders agreed to 17 
Global Goals. These goals have the 
power to create a better world by 
2030, by ending poverty, fighting 

inequality and addressing the 
urgency of climate change. Guided 

by the goals, it is now up to all of us, 
governments, businesses, civil 

society and the general public to 
work together to build a better 

future for everyone. During Autumn 
One, we will focus on goal number 3 

‘Good Health and Well-being’. 

Global Goals



As a Rights Respecting School we want our children to know their rights and 
how to respect the rights of others. During the first half-term, we will look at 
some of our rights and how we can ensure we are getting those rights as well 

as how we can ensure we respect the rights of others too. 

Rights Respecting Schools



Dates

Date Time Activity

21.09.2020 Class Photographs

25.09.2020 Non uniform Day – Little 
Sprouts

19.10.2020 Meetings to be arranged. Parents’ Evening

20.10.2020 Parents’ Evening

23.10.2020 Afternoon End of term treat – Spooky 
Party

Children may bring a costume or 
party clothes to get changed into.


