
What Can Be Seen In Space?

YEAR 5



Science 

In this fascinating topic, children will start by learning that the Sun, Earth and 
Moon are approximately spherical. We will then move on to learn about other 

planets in the solar system and the children will be able to describe their 
movement in relation to the sun. 

We will explore night and day and solve problems linked to time zones. 
As well as this, we will find out more about the moon and what it is like for an 

astronaut to travel to the moon or the international space station. 

Unfortunately we can’t visit space but this will not stop us investigating! We will 
use a range of equipment to explore gravity in action when looking at the different 

sized craters on the moon.

Useful Websites

• http://www.esa.int/kids/en/home
• https://spaceplace.nasa.gov/kids/
• https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zkbbkqt

http://www.esa.int/kids/en/home
https://spaceplace.nasa.gov/kids/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zkbbkqt


Music

In music, children will learn a range of musical 
vocabulary e.g.) duration, timbre, pitch, 

dynamics, tempo, texture, structure, metre, riff, 
ostinato, melody, harmony, chord, flat, sharp, 

dotted, rhythm, staccato, legato, crescendo and  
diminuendo.

Children will listen to a range of classical pieces 
(Holst – Planet Suit) and respond and review the 

music using their knowledge of musical 
vocabulary.

Religious Education

To start our topic, we will look at how we use food and 
drink to celebrate. Then we will move on to explore the 
importance of food and drink within the Islamic faith. 

Children will explain what is halal and haram and why. As 
well as this, they will apply their knowledge to critically 
discuss whether Muslims should fast at certain times of 

the year e.g.) hot weather or at the Olympics. 

Physical Education 

In PE, the children will learn how to control their bodies to travel and land on a range of apparatus and the floor. 
They will apply core fitness skills to balance and create mirror movements which they will perform in small 

groups. As well as this, they will be able to evaluate the performance of others and then use feedback to improve 
their own performance. 



Art

Children will discuss and evaluate the work of Peter Thorpe before using their sketchbook to plan their own 
work in his style. They will test out ideas and adapt them giving reasons for their choices. 

Children will draw objects (rockets) using lines to show 
texture and transparency through straight, diagonal lines, 

damage/scuff marks using shading in corners/around 
edges. They will also use graduate tone and shade 

purposely – merging one tone with another – to avoid 
creating ‘block effect.’

Following the completion of our art work, the children will set up a 
class art gallery. The children will discuss and review own and others 
work, expressing thoughts and feelings, and identify modifications/ 

changes and see how they can be developed further.

Useful Website
• http://peterthorpe.net/rockets

http://peterthorpe.net/rockets


Computing

In computing, children will learn what our online life says about us as a 
person. We will learn how to protect ourselves and the importance of not 

sharing personal information.
We will explore online bullying and how to report unsafe behaviour which 

could have an impact on our well-being. 

Children will learn about the ‘real’ cost of free apps and how to 
avoid accidentally paying for in app purchases.

We will also learn about password protection and how to 
generate safe and secure passwords.

DT

The children will respond to a design brief to make 
a new model of a mode of transport to travel to 

space in. 
They will select from and use a wider range of tools 
and equipment to perform practical tasks. As well 

as this, they will use a wider range of materials and 
components, including construction materials, 

textiles and ingredients, according to their 
functional properties and aesthetic qualities



Geography

In geography, the children will explore ordinance survey maps and use 
four figure grid references to identify a location. 

They will interpret map symbols to help then identify locations.

History 

In history, children will learn how different people can have a different 
perspective on the same historical event.

We will link this to the first moon landing and look at this from the 
perspective of the USA and Russia. 



French

With Mrs Atkinson, the children will 
begin to 

Read and understand some of the main 
points from a text. Additionally, they 
will make a short text using word and 

phrase cards. They will use this to 
prepare a short presentation, in which 

they memorise words, phrases and 
sentences

To support them they will learn how to 
use a bilingual dictionary to check the 

spellings of familiar words.

Relationships and Health Education

We will use games and whole class discussion to explain what is meant by the term ‘mental health’ and how 
feelings and emotions contribute to this. We will talk about what can impact on mental health (life events and 

circumstances) and how mental wellbeing can be affected. 
We will share ways to express feelings and why this is important for our health and wellbeing. 

Campaigning/Global Goal

(TBC once children have decided) 

Rights Respecting Focus/British Values 

Article 30: Your right to practice your own 
religion. 

Article 15: Your right to meet with friends and 
join groups as long as it isn’t harmful to others 

(coronavirus link). 
Article 19: Your right to be safe.



Reading

Reading regularly at school and at home is essential to children’s 
language development: it increases their vocabulary and develops 

their understanding of age-related texts. 
In school, children will use Reading Plus three times per week and

as a result, they will  be exposed to a vast range of texts across a vast 
range of genres. 

Whilst they will have regular reading sessions in school, children will also benefit further by 
sharing and discussing texts at home. To support your child, you should encourage them to 
access Reading Plus at home and when sharing non-fiction texts, ask them to consider how 

the structure and layout helps make the information clear for the reader.
https://student.readingplus.com/seereader/api/sec/login

Site code: rproseb3 

Bespoke book focus

• Cosmic (Science Fiction)
• The Race to the Moon (Graphic Novel

https://student.readingplus.com/seereader/api/sec/login


Writing

Children will examine the literary features and structure of a range  of 
text types including: informal letters to their teacher and an alien, a 

character description of an alien and a recount in the role of an 
astronaut.  They will also work on grammar skills to improve their 

writing including: powerful vocabulary, fronted adverbials and ways to 
engage and interest the reader.

https://uk.spellodrome.com/#/home

Spelling 

See the reading diary for the common exception words for Year 5 and any they are 
unsure about from previous year groups. 

https://uk.spellodrome.com/#/home


Maths

Children will continue developing their knowledge of number and 
progress to understand place value in numbers to a million. They will 

solve problems, reason and investigate how they can apply their 
knowledge in a variety of contexts including topic-based activities and 

situations in everyday life. 
https://home.oxfordowl.
co.uk/kids-activities/fun-

maths-games-and-
activities/

Mathletics 

In order to support your child with their learning, it would be helpful if you could:

• ask them to calculate the cost of some items when doing the shopping
and to work out the change you should expect
• have a budget challenge and encourage them to use a catalogue to add up 
items and subtract the total from the budget
• talk to them about timings during the day using both analogue and digital 12 
and 24 hour clocks
• ask them multiplication table questions linked to the weekly times table focus 

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/kids-activities/fun-maths-games-and-activities/
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=http://www.academicschoice.com/websites/mathletics.php&psig=AOvVaw0PfCf7TjQzabVTD8GAi-4x&ust=1592259158208000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPj_0PquguoCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAJ


Please assist your child in taking responsibility for remembering to bring their PE kit 
into school at the start of every new term.

Reading diaries should be in school every day. 

Please try to hear your child read at least three times a week and discuss 
key themes, events and characters. 

Please comment on your child’s reading in the Home School Book.

Weekly homework will 
be given each Friday 

and should be returned 
the following  
Wednesday

Date Event 

21/9/20 class photographs

25/9/20 non-uniform day 

16/10/20 Y5 assembly 
(virtual)

23/10/20 PD day 

End of Term Treat 
5R – Den building/ 

obstacle course 
5P – Park and film 



At the end of our space topic, we will invite children to 
share their creative homework project. 

Children will have the opportunity to present their work 
and answer questions from the children. 

Reflection Task

What Can Be Seen In 
Space?


