
Colour, Pattern 
and Shape
Nursery – Autumn Two



Our topic this half term is ‘Colour, Pattern and Shape’. We will be 
exploring colour and how it can be changed, looking at shapes and 
their properties, and creating lots of different patterns and looking 

for patterns in the environment around us. 

We will be continuing our work on how to respect the rights of 
others while we work in Nursery and practicing our rules and 

routines. We will be reading lots of books to support our work this 
half-term and will also be looking at different celebrations such as; 
Bonfire Night, Remembrance Day, Diwali, Hanukkah and Christmas. 

We do follow the children’s interests when planning for activities and 
resources so some of the ideas may change. Our noticeboard in 

Nursery is updated weekly with what we have been up to during the 
week as well as some photographs.

Autumn Two



Week One
During week one we will be focussing on identifying different 
colours correctly. We will read ‘Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What 
Do You see?’ and will talk about the different animals and 
colours we can see. We will think about our work on rhyme and 
try and identify the rhyming words in the story as well as create 
our own rhyming strings. 
We will also celebrate ‘Bonfire Night’ and will talk about how we 
can keep safe around fireworks. We will be creating firework 
pictures with paints and glitter! We will make firework biscuits 
this week and talk about what happens to the ingredients when 
we mix and bake them! 



Week Two
Week Two we will read ‘A Star in My Orange’ and will explore 
the different shapes different fruits and vegetables make when 
we use our senses to explore, as well as using them to print 
shapes and make patterns with paint. We will use red, green 
and black paint to print poppies using apples to celebrate 
Remembrance Day and think about those who remember all 
those who fought and died in the line of duty to keep us safe 
and free. 
This week we will also focus on identifying the initial sounds in 
words and linking words together that have the same initial 
sound to create some amazing alliteration!



Week Three
This week it is ‘World Nursery Rhyme Week’ and we will enjoy 
singing a different Rhyme each day and explore different 
activities linked to this across the week. We will also focus on 
making lots of different ‘Voice Sounds’ and will explore the 
different sounds we can make using our own voices. 

We will also learn all about Diwali. We will read ‘Dipal’s Diwali’ 
which explores the rituals and traditions associated with Diwali 
such as; creating rangoli patterns, making and sharing food and 
visiting a Hindu temple. We will explore mixing colours and 
using different shapes to create our own rangoli patterns, and 
will talk about and taste different foods often eaten during 
Diwali such as pakoras, samosas and bhajis. 



Week Four
This week we will continue exploring different colours 
and shapes and look at how they can make patterns. We 
will read ‘Pattern Fish’ and look at the different patterns 
in the book, as well as looking out for the rhyming words 
we can hear, and will have a go at creating our own 
repeated patterns with different materials. 
In PE we will look at creating repeated patterns with our 
movements e.g. jump, hop, jump, hop… walk, run, walk, 
run…



Week Five
Our focus this week will be shapes in the environment. We will 
go on a shape hunt around our indoor and outdoor area and look 
at all of the different shapes we find. We will look at the features 
of the shapes e.g. how many edges? How many corners? Curved 
or straight? and compare these shapes in lots of different ways.
We will also  start to segment and blend the sounds in words e.g. 
p-i-n… pin; b-a-t… bat.
This week we will bake something that the children would like to 
make. We will take a vote to decide what it is and we will let you 
know on our parent board in the cloak room!



Week Six
During this week (on the 10th December) we will learn 
about Hanukkah. We will look at the Hanukiah will count 
the number of candles on it to help us discover how many 
days the festival lasts. In our playdough area we will have 
a go at making our own Hanukiah’s and we will decorate 
pictures of Hanukiah’s using different colours and patterns 
in the creative area. 
We will also continue our work on segmenting and 
blending sounds.



Week Seven
This week we will be enjoying lots of Christmas crafts, we will 
be talking about the Christmas story and will be talking about 
different families and how we might spend Christmas. We will 
read ‘My Mum and Dad make me laugh’ and will talk about 
our own families, as well as looking at the different patterns 
we can see in the book. 
This week we will make reindeer cakes and will explore what 
happens when we heat/cool chocolate! 



Maths
Our number of the half-term is 2. During the course of the year, we 
will work on one number per half-term and ensure children have a 
secure, concrete understanding of numbers 1-5. 
Over the course of the half term we will work of several different 
maths skills;
• Counting, 
• Recognising numerals,
• Recognising shapes, 
• Matching numerals and quantities, 
• Presenting groups of objects in different ways to understand that 

the total is always the same,
• Comparing groups of objects that have different or the same 

amounts.



Literacy
Over the course of the half term we will work on several different 
reading, comprehension and writing skills;
• Circle times
• Joining in with songs and rhymes 
• Listening to stories
• Asking and answering questions
• Making and giving meaning to marks
• Pencil control activities
• Gross and fine motor activities 



Home Reading
Please try to read with your child at least three times a week and 
chat about what you have read together. Please leave a comment 
about what you have read in your child’s Reading Diary. Due to 
current circumstances, your child’s Reading Diary should be 
returned to school every Monday (this will allow us enough time 
to quarantine books before changing them) and books will be 
changed and returned to you on a Wednesday.



PE
During the Autumn term in our PE lessons we will focus on building 
our muscles using gross and fine motor movements. We will work 
on tuning our listening skills, following instructions, balancing and 
strengthening our core in order to support us with our movement. 
For PE lessons, your child will need a change of clothing (shorts, t-
shirt and plimsoles/trainers) that can be left in school. PE will be 
carried out every other Wednesday.



Cooking
In Nursery we aim to bake or taste foods at least 
once per fortnight and ask for a voluntary 
donation of £1 per week towards resources. 
This half term we will be making; firework 
biscuits, reindeer cakes and will be voting on 
something else we would like to make. We will 
also enjoy tasting pakoras, samosas and bhajis.



Global Goals
In 2015, world leaders agreed to 17 Global 
Goals. These goals have the power to 
create a better world by 2030, by ending 
poverty, fighting inequality and addressing 
the urgency of climate change. Guided by 
the goals, it is now up to all of us, 
governments, businesses, civil society and 
the general public to work together to 
build a better future for everyone. During 
Autumn One, we will focus on goal 
number 3 ‘Good Health and Well-being’. 



Rights Respecting 
SchoolsAs a Rights Respecting School we want our children to know their 

rights and how to respect the rights of others. During the first half-
term, we will look at some of our rights and how we can ensure we 
are getting those rights as well as how we can ensure we respect the 
rights of others too. 



Homework
Our creative homework this half term is ‘What shapes can you see all 
around you?’ Children can present this in any way they wish. We look 
forward to seeing some of your creations!

Basic Skills homework will be set each Friday on 
Seesaw. Children will each receive an individual log-
in and will be able to access the homework set via 
the app or online websuite. Children may be asked 
to present their homework in some way or may also 
be asked to practise something we have been 
looking at in Nursery that week. You might like to 
send in photos of your child completing the 
homework – we would love to see your work!



Dates


