
What happened after the 

Romans abandoned Britain?
YEAR 5



History 

In this fascinating topic, children will start by learning about what happened to 
Britain after the Romans left. The children learnt about the Romans in Year 4 so 

they will already have the prior knowledge to give them a good start to the topic.
During the topic, we will find out about Anglo-Saxon kings and how Britain was 

split into different kingdoms and the impact that this had. 
We will explore Anglo-Saxon village life and use secondary sources to find out how 

we know what we know about the past. 
The children will take part in drama activities and use replica artefacts to enhance 

their learning. 

Useful Websites

• https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/history/general-history/anglo-saxons/
• https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/history/general-history/anglo-saxons/
• https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zxsbcdm

https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/history/general-history/anglo-saxons/
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/history/general-history/anglo-saxons/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zxsbcdm


Music
In music, our focus will be on Singing and 

Performing. The children will learn to 
Show control and expression in singing; perform 
songs with an awareness of the meaning of the 

words and reflects the occasion
We will explore singing In different contexts 

using a variety of techniques, confidently and 
expressively to sing in tune. As well as this, we 

will evaluate our performance and the 
performance of others. 

(Singing can only take part in groups less than 15) 

Religious Education

To start our topic, we will explore what Christmas means 
to us. During the half term, we will be considering the 

question; is Christmas too commercial? To explore this, 
we will be evaluating themes from Christmas adverts and 
advertisements. As well as this, we will be exploring the 
role of the church and charitable organisations such as 
Social Santa and Cash 4 Kids and the impact that these 

have within the community.  

Physical Education 

In PE, the children will be exploring the ‘Haka’ style of dance. We will focus on body language and sharpness of 
movements to copy a dance and perform this as a class. Then, the children will work in small groups to construct 

their own Haka for the rest of the class to evaluate.  



Art

To link with our history topic of Anglo-Saxons, the children will learn how to use a frame to weave. 
Initially, the children will explore examples of modern day weaving and evaluate the appearance and 

advantages of this. 
We will then use paper to make a prototype. 

Finally, using wool and a frame, the children will experience what it was like to weave during Anglo-Saxon 
times. 

Useful Website
• http://www.earlybritishkingdoms.com/kids/weavers.html

http://www.earlybritishkingdoms.com/kids/weavers.html


Computing

In computing, children will continue to learn what our online life says about 
us as a person. We will learn how to protect ourselves and the importance 

of not sharing personal information.
As well as this, we will learn about famous YouTubers. The children will 
produce their own video – following E-safety rules – and upload this to 

SeeSaw for parents to see.

The children are enjoying using SeeSaw for home learning and 
within the classroom. We will continue to explore this platform 

so that they are confident at using the tools and features 
available. 

DT
As part of our Christmas enterprise, the children will research 

a popular Christmas product which they can advertise and 
make in order to raise a profit. 

The children will need to carry out research and develop their 
own advert to persuade people to buy their product.



Geography

In geography, the children will be exploring the wider world, in 
particular the continent of Europe. The children will re-cap the names of 

the continents and oceans (taught in Year 2) but will explore key 
countries and landmarks in more detail. The children will be able to 
locate key countries such as Germany, France, Spain etc.. On a blank 

map of Europe. 

Science

In Science, the children will be exploring how to work scientifically during 
investigations. We will start the term off by talking about the importance of 
following safety rules and we will explore the different roles needed during 

an investigation. 
Our investigations are top secret but to give you an idea, Santa has a few 

problems and he needs our help but Shh!!! 



French
With Mrs Atkinson, the children will 

• Pick out some of the detail from short 
spoken passages

• Enjoy interacting even when some words are 
unfamiliar

• Understand and express likes and dislikes
• Join in a simple conversation, using good 

pronunciation
• Use mime, gesture, facial expression and 

tone of voice to help convey meaning
• Agree and disagree statements
• Read and understand some of the main 

points from a text 
• Make a sentence using single word cards

Relationships and Health Education

We will use games and whole class discussion to explain what is meant by the term ‘relationship’.
We will explore what is meant by a stereotype and we will teach the children to challenge stereotypes and 

realise the consequence of discrimination and bullying. 

Campaigning
We are supporting the foodbank and 
the social Santa gift appeal so that all 

children and families have a good 
Christmas. 

Rights Respecting Focus/British Values 

Article 30: Your right to practice your own 
religion. 

Article 15: Your right to meet with friends and 
join groups as long as it isn’t harmful to others 

(coronavirus link). 
Article 19: Your right to be safe.



Reading

Reading regularly at school and at home is essential to children’s 
language development: it increases their vocabulary and develops 

their understanding of age-related texts. 
In school, children will use Reading Plus three times per week and

as a result, they will  be exposed to a vast range of texts across a vast 
range of genres. 

Whilst they will have regular reading sessions in school, children will also benefit further by 
sharing and discussing texts at home. To support your child, you should encourage them to 
access Reading Plus at home and when sharing non-fiction texts, ask them to consider how 

the structure and layout helps make the information clear for the reader.
https://student.readingplus.com/seereader/api/sec/login

Site code: rproseb3 

Bespoke book focus

• Horrible Histories ‘Smashing Saxons’

https://student.readingplus.com/seereader/api/sec/login


Writing

Children will examine the literary features and structure of a range  of 
text types including: persuasive writing, writing in role as an angry 

Roman and Christmas poems.  They will also work on grammar skills to 
improve their writing including: powerful vocabulary, fronted 

adverbials and ways to engage and interest the reader.

https://uk.spellodrome.com/#/home

Spelling 

See the reading diary for the common exception words for Year 5 and any they are 
unsure about from previous year groups. 

https://uk.spellodrome.com/#/home


Maths

Children will continue developing their knowledge of number and 
progress to understand place value in numbers to a million. They will 

solve problems, reason and investigate how they can apply their 
knowledge in a variety of contexts including topic-based activities and 

situations in everyday life. 
As well as this, children will be developing their written methods of 

multiplication to multiply TU X TU and use a written method to divide 
THTU ÷ U. 

https://home.oxfordowl.
co.uk/kids-activities/fun-

maths-games-and-
activities/

Mathletics In order to support your child with their learning, it would be helpful if you could:

• Give them the opportunity to practice calculations on paper 
• have a budget challenge and encourage them to use a catalogue to add up 
items and subtract the total from the budget
• talk to them about timings during the day using both analogue and digital 12 
and 24 hour clocks
• ask them multiplication table questions linked to the weekly times table focus 

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/kids-activities/fun-maths-games-and-activities/
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=http://www.academicschoice.com/websites/mathletics.php&psig=AOvVaw0PfCf7TjQzabVTD8GAi-4x&ust=1592259158208000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPj_0PquguoCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAJ


Please assist your child in taking responsibility for remembering to bring their PE kit 
into school at the start of every new term.

Reading diaries should be in school every day. 

Please try to hear your child read at least three times a week and discuss 
key themes, events and characters. 

Please comment on your child’s reading in the Home School Book.

Weekly homework will 
be given each Friday 

and should be returned 
the following  
Wednesday

Date Event 

18/11/20 photographs

24/11/20 Flu vaccinations 

11/12/20 Christmas Jumper day

15/12/20 Christmas Party 

17/12/20 Last day of School 

End of Term Treat 
Cosy Christmas party

Birthday Party
On Friday 27th November, we will be having a class party to celebrate any children 
who have had their birthday in September, October or November. From then on, 

we will celebrate birthdays on the last Friday of each month. 



At the end of our topic, we will invite children to share 
their creative homework project. 

Children will have the opportunity to present their work 
and answer questions from the children. 

Reflection Task

What was life like living 
in Anglo Saxon times? 


