
Reception
Spring 1 – 2020/21

Our topic this half term is called ‘What’s up there?’
The topic has a focus on space.



PE
In PE this half term we will be focussing on Dance.

Our lessons will take place on a Tuesday afternoon.

Children need to bring their PE kit into school the first week and leave it in school for the 
half term.  Sometimes our hall time changes and that is why we keep the PE kits so we 

have always got them.

On PE afternoons we also do lots of activities to develop our fine motor skills such as 
playdough, threading, pencil control, colouring, cutting with scissors and using peg boards.

How to help at home
• Practise getting dressed independently.

• Practise using scissors to cut paper.



Science

In Science this half term we will be focussing on the season of Winter.

We will be going on Wintery walks and finding signs of the season such as bare trees and 
frost.

We will be talking about clothes that are appropriate for the season.

We will be investigating what animals do in the Winter and which animals hibernate.

We will also investigate which animals live in cold climates such as the Arctic and the 
Antarctic and how they survive in freezing temperatures.



Week 1

This week we will be talking about what New Year is and why some people chose to celebrate it.  We will be 
talking about New Year’s resolutions and we will be making some for 2021.

We will also be introducing our new Space topic and asking the children what they already know and what they 
would like to learn.

We will be reading the story ‘Whatever Next’ by Jill Murphy.  This was one of our favourite Bespoke Books from 
Nursery.  We will be talking about the characters and setting of the story.  We will be talking about what Baby Bear 

took in his backpack on his journey to space then thinking about what we would take and why.

Phonics
This week we will be recapping all of the 

sounds we have learnt so far and 
practising reading words using the sounds.
Can you use your sound cards at home to 

make words and have a go at reading 
them?

Maths
This week we will be investigating 0 (zero).

Encourage the children to represent 
numbers including 0. For example - Show 

me 3 fingers, show me 5, show me 0. 
Show me 4 apples in the basket, show me 
2, show me 0. Show me 4 claps, 1 clap, 0 

claps. 



How to help at home

• Talk with your children about what they are good at and what they would like to 
improve on.  For example writing their names, getting dressed independently, 

riding a bike without stabilisers. It could be absolutely anything.
• Share some of your resolutions with them if you have made any.

• Ask them about the story we have been reading, can they tell you about it.
• Can they tell you about what they would put in their back pack for a trip to the 

moon and why?
• Role play going on a trip to the moon.

• Go on a trip or a walk, what will you need to take with you? Draw or write 
about your journey.  

We’d love to see some of your work on SeaSaw.



Week 2

This week we will be reading a story called ‘The Way Back Home’ by Oliver Jeffers.  It is about a little 
boy who goes on a journey to the moon and meets an alien who is also stuck on the moon.  The idea 

of the story is that the two characters work together to get back to their homes.

We are going to be talking about rockets and the different parts of rockets as well as designing our 
own.  We will be talking about what we would see out of the window on the way to the moon and 

looking at some real images from the NASA website.

Phonics
Focus sounds – ch and sh

These sounds are digraphs, two letters 
that make one sound.

Can you make words using these sounds?
chip, chop, chick, chat, ship, shop, fish, 

wish.

Maths
This week we will be comparing numbers 

to 5.
Provide children with the numbers      1 –

5 on cards and various small, similar 
items such as people, toy cars, plastic 
animals, etc. Ask them to show you 
fewer, the same or more than the 

number they choose.



How to help at home

• Design your own rocket for a journey to the moon.  Draw or paint it. Can your 
child tell you some of the features of a rocket?

• Use toys you have at home or boxes to build a rocket, can you take a photo of it 
for us to see?

• Talk about what you might see out of the window of the rocket?  Have a look 
for some pictures or videos on the internet or in books.

• Draw a picture from a rocket window.  What can you see?

We’d love to see some of your work on SeaSaw.



Week 3

This week we will be reading another of Oliver Jeffer’s books, ‘How to Catch a Star’.  This one is about a little boy 
who loves stars and watches them out of his bedroom window every night.  He then decides he loves them so 

much he wants to catch one and goes on a journey to see if he can.

Children will be using their imagination to design contraptions to catch stars with.  We will encourage them to 
build, draw and label their models.  We will also be writing a list of the things we would need to catch a star.

We will be talking about feelings, how the little boy feels at the beginning of the story and how he feels when he 
catches the star.  We will be talking about what makes us feel in these ways and what makes us smile.

Phonics
Focus sounds – th and ng 

These sounds are digraphs, two letters 
that make one sound.

Can you make words using these sounds?
thin, that, thick, with, ring, wing, thing, 

ping.

Maths
This week we will be looking in detail at 

composing numbers 4 and 5.
Children will continue to develop the 

understanding that all numbers are made 
up of smaller numbers. Allow them to 

explore and notice the different 
compositions of 4 and 5. For example 5 
can be composed of 1 and 1 and 3 or 2 

and 3 or 1 and 4.



How to help at home

• Ask your child to tell you about the story we are reading.

• Have a look at the sky at night, what can you see out of your window? Can you 
see any big or bright stars?

• Sometimes people use telescopes to look at the stars, can you make your own 
telescope?

• Can you think of any words that rhyme with star? Can you write them?

We’d love to see some of your work on SeaSaw.



Week 4

This week we will be reading an ebook called ‘Back to Earth with a Bump’.  It is about a boy who is looking for the 
sun in the sky and visits some of the different planets on the way.  We are going to have a look at words to 

describe Earth, the Sun, stars and Mars.

We will have a go at writing some descriptions and investigate some of the other planets in our solar system.

The story is also full of rhyming words so we will be spotting those and making lists of words that rhyme.

Phonics
Focus sounds – ai, ay

Snail in the rain. May I play.

Can you make words using this sounds?
rain, train, snail, day, play, may

Maths
This week we will be digging deeper with 

numbers 4 and 5.
Play ‘How Many are Hidden?’, count out 

4 or 5 objects, hide a number of the 
objects and ask your child if they can tell 

you how many are hidden.  This 
encourages a quick recall of number 

bonds for 4 and 5.



How to help at home

• See if you can find some information about the planets in our solar system.

• Draw or paint some planets.

• Have a look at the Earth on Google Earth. Can you find your house?

• Talk about rhyming words and collect strings of words that rhyme.

• What are your favourite rhyming stories.  We love the Julia Donaldson stories in 
school.  Do you have any at home?

We’d love to see some of your work on SeaSaw.



Week 5

This week we are going to move on to looking at non-fiction books about space and also astronauts.  
We are going to receive a special letter from an astronaut with lots of information in about who they 

are, what they do and what they need to take on their journeys into space.

We will be looking at some real pictures and videos of astronauts in space.

Phonics
Focus sounds – ee
What can you see?

Can you make words using this sounds?
see, bee, week, seek, seen, been 

Maths
This week we will be comparing mass, looking at 

objects that are heavier and lighter.
Encourage children to make direct comparisons 

holding items to estimate which feels the heaviest or 
lightest. Prompt them to use the language of heavy, 
heavier than, heaviest, light, lighter than, lightest to 

compare items starting with items which have an 
obvious difference in weight.



How to help at home

• Ask your children what they already know about astronauts and what they 
would like to find out.

• Ask them again at the end of the week and see if they have learnt anything new.

• Draw a picture of an astronaut and label the astronauts equipment.

We’d love to see some of your work on SeaSaw.



Week 6

This week we are going to be drawing and writing our own fact files using all the information we have learnt about 
space.  Children may bring their own pictures and information from home too if they wish.

We will also be learning about Chinese New Year.  This is celebrated on the 12th of February this year and it is the 
Year of the Ox.  We will be making some masks, learning some dragon dances and tasting some traditional 

Chinese food.  We will be finding where China is on our globe and looking at some of the ways in which they 
celebrate their New Year and how it compares to how we celebrate the New Year on 1st January.

Phonics

This week we will be reviewing all of the 
sounds we have learnt so far and 

focussing on blending sounds to read 
words.

Continue to practise writing your sounds 
at home.

Maths
This week we will be continuing to compare mass and we will 

be ordering objects by weight as well as using scales.
Ask the children to be human balance scales –place an item 

on each hand and ask them to tip to show which item is 
heavier and which is lighter. Use the balance scales to check 

the children’s estimations.  The children could also hold 
buckets or bags in each hand and place items inside to feel 

which has the stronger downward pull.



How to help at home

• Ask your child if they have enjoyed our topic about space.  What have they 
learnt that’s new? Is there anything more they would like to find out?  What has 

been their favourite part of the topic?

• Do you eat Chinese food at home as a family? Let us know what your favourite 
things to order are.

• Can they tell you something about Chinese New Year?

We’d love to see some of your work on SeaSaw.



In 2015, world leaders agreed to 17 Global 
Goals. These goals have the power to 

create a better world by 2030, by ending 
poverty, fighting inequality and addressing 
the urgency of climate change. Guided by 

the goals, it is now up to all of us, 
governments, businesses, civil society and 

the general public to work together to 
build a better future for everyone.

During Spring 1, we will focus on goal 
number 7 ‘Renewable energy’. 

Global Goals



As a Rights Respecting School we want our children to know their rights and how to 
respect the rights of others. During the first half-term, we will continue to look at some of 
our rights and how we can ensure our rights are being met as well as how we can ensure 

we respect the rights of others too.

Rights Respecting Schools



Dates
Date Time Activity

04.01.2020 First day of half term

WB 18.01.2020 Zoom/ phone appointments to be 
arranged

SEND Meetings

05.02.2020 All day Non Uniform Day

12.02.2020 Afternoon End of Term Treat – Chinese food 
tasting to celebrate Chinese New 

Year

12.02.2020 Last day of half term

Please keep an eye on your emails for any further updates and information.


