
What’s brilliant about 
Billingham?

Year 1



History

In history this half term, the children will …

History: 
Chronological Understanding 
• The child can briefly describe features of particular 

events from local history.
Planning and Carrying out a Historical Enquiry
• The child can plan questions to enquire about the 

past using historical terminology. 
• The child can find out something about the past by 

talking to an older person

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zcdqxnb

Geography:
The children will enjoy studying the local area. The children will begin with identifying the 
four countries within the UK before identifying London and Billingham on a map. 
The UK and local area 
• The child can name and locate the four countries and capital cities of the United 

Kingdom and its surrounding seas on a map.
• The child will learn about their local area.
Understanding places and connections
• The child can make observations about, and describe, the local area and its physical and 

human geography as it is now.
Physical themes
• The child can recognise a natural environment and describe it using key vocabulary: river 

and field
Human themes 
• The child can identify a range of human environments, such as the local area and 

contrasting settlements, and describe them and some of the activities that occur there 
using key vocabulary: town, school, road, house and shop.

Map and atlas work
• The child can use a world map, atlas or globe to name and locate Europe. The child can 

use a UK wall map or atlas to locate and identify the four countries and capital cities of 
the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas. 

• The child can describe a journey on a map of the local area using simple locational and 
directional language (left, right, forwards and backwards).

Fieldwork and investigation
• The child can use basic symbols in a given key to identify landmarks and basic human and 

physical features in aerial photos and plan perspectives. 
• Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and 

its grounds and surrounding environment.



Science

In Science, the children will learn to identify and name common animals 
that are found within our local area. e.g. frog, fish, blackbird, seagull, 

hedgehog, squirrel. They will learn to understand that common animals do 
not all have the same structures and they will learn to name and label 

these features e.g. eyes, ears, legs, wings, fins, tail, claws, fur, beak, horns, 
mane.

The children will also learn about seasonal changes that occur in winter.

Computing

In computing, children will begin to learn about programming. They will use 
Bee-Bots to create and debug simple programmes and use logical reasoning to 
predict the behaviour of simple programmes. The children will learn and begin 

to understand what algorithms are and how these are implemented as 
programmes on digital devices.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z6882hv



Music

Children will learn how sounds are made and changed and use their voices in different ways to create effects. The  
children will also choose sounds to represent their thought, feelings and ideas and reflect on how music makes them 

feel. The children will also begin to represent sounds with drawings.

Art

This half term the children will look at and talk about paintings by Van 
Gogh and the techniques used expressing their likes and dislikes. They 

will practise painting in this style.
Children will learn to use 2 grades of pencils and pastels to draw lines of 

different shapes and thickness and explore these to create moods in 
their drawings. They will also create a variety of patterns using lines e.g. 

straight, twisty, thick, thin, wavy and they will use lines to draw from 
their imaginations to communicate something about themselves.



Religious Education

The children will learn about Islam this half term. They will learn 
how Muslim’s show belonging by looking at a range of Islamic 

artefacts and their meanings. They will learn about the mosque 
being their place of worship and what you will find there. 

The children will also learn about the Prophet Muhammed. They 
will learn about why he was a good leader for Muslims and how 

the features of a mosque help Muslim’s connect to their God.

Physical Education 

This half term in PE the children will learn the skills to be successful when playing invasion games. 
They will learn to travel at different speeds safely, stop moving balls, score points by attacking and 

the importance of following  rules. 



Relationships and Health Education

This half term the children will be looking at different types relationships. They will be identifying who the special people 
they have in their lives are and talk about the importance of families. They will discuss who to go to if they are worried 

and how to attract their attention. They will take part in discussions about what make them and others special. They will 
learn the qualities of a good friend and find strategies to work out arguments and disagreements without being unkind. 

This will require the children to use skills such as listening to others and working as part of a team.

Global Goal

Rights Respecting Focus

Article 14: You have the right to choose your own 

religion and beliefs. Your parents should help you decide 
what is right and wrong, and what is best for you.

Article 22: You have the right to special protection and 

help if you are a refugee (if you have been forced to leave 
your home and live in another country), as well as all the 

rights in this Convention.

Article 24: You have the right to the best health care 

possible, safe water to drink, nutritious food, a clean and 
safe environment, and information to help you stay well.

Article 29: Your education should help you use and 

develop your talents and abilities. It should also help you 
learn to live peacefully, protect the environment and 

respect other people.

Article 30: You have the right to practice your own 

culture, language and religion - or any you choose. Minority 
and indigenous groups need special protection of this right.

British Values
Tolerance of Culture and other Faiths– The 
children will learn to respect other people 
and recognise that people may be 
different from us. We will promote 
equality and fairness. The children will 
also learn that we are all different, special 
and have a range of skills to offer.

Campaigning



Reading

Reading regularly at school and at home is essential to children’s language 
development: it increases their vocabulary and develops their understanding 

of age-related texts. 
In school, children will have daily phonics lessons, weekly comprehension 

lessons and will use a range of texts as a focus for English lessons.
As a result, they will  be exposed to a range of texts across a range of genres. 

Phonics
Roseberry Phonics Programme

Our programme is based upon the curriculum guidance within the ‘Letters and 
Sounds,’ DfES, 2007 document and also includes elements and resources from 
Read Write Inc. Ruth Miskin 2006 and Jolly Jingles, Arlene Grierson 2000. Our 

programme arranges the 44 phonemes into groups. Within these groups, 
phonemes and graphemes are grouped together into sets.

All pupils receive discrete daily phonics lesson which follows the Introduce, 
Review, Teach, Practise and Apply model. They are provided opportunities for 

daily oral and written practice to increase phonic knowledge and develop letter 
formation and joins. 

Bespoke book focus

The Snowman – By Raymond Briggs

Home Reading

Whilst they will be regularly listened 
to read in school, children will also 
benefit further by practising their 

reading at home. Children should try 
to read 3 times a week at home and 

this should be recorded in their 
reading diary. Reading diaries will be 

checked weekly and should be in 
school every day.



Writing
Children will begin to learn the basic features of instructions, stories and 
setting descriptions. Linked to our science work on seasonal change the 

children will write instructions on how to build a snowman, write a 
description of a snowy scene in ‘The Snowman’ story and then following 

this they will write a story based on ‘The Snowman’. 

Spelling
This term, our spelling focus will 
continue to be on the common 
exception words. As part of their 
homework, children will receive 
three spellings from the common 
exception word list. Please 
practise these spellings with your 
child using the say cover,  write, 
check grid. If the children 
remember how to spell the words 
in their list, they will be given new 
ones. Any they spell incorrectly 
will remain on their list. 

https://www.youtube.c
om/watch?v=5A3THigh

ARU

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5A3THighARU


Maths

Children will be following Power Maths which is a mastery programme created in 
partnership with White Rose Maths. Rich textbooks provide a coherent structure through 
the curriculum and support children on their journey towards deeper understanding. 
Practice Books give just the right amount of intelligent practice for children to complete 
independently. 

Within these maths sessions, children will practise basic place value, calculation skills and 
geometry including; 
• Represent and use number bonds and related subtraction facts within 20 
• Read, write and interpret mathematical statements involving addition (+), subtraction (−) 

and equals (=) signs. 
• Add and subtract one-digit and two-digit numbers to 20, including zero. 
• Solve one step problems that involve addition and subtraction, using concrete objects and 

pictorial representations, and missing number problems such as 7 = ꙱ – 9 
• Count to 50 forwards and backwards, beginning with 0 or 1, or from any number. 
• Count, read and write numbers to 50 in numerals. 
• Given a number, identify one more or one less. 
• Identify and represent numbers using objects and pictorial representations including the 

number line, and use the language of: equal to, more than, less than (fewer), most, least. 

https://home.oxfordowl.c
o.uk/maths/primary-

maths-age-5-6-year-1/

https://community.mathl
etics.com/signin

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/maths/primary-maths-age-5-6-year-1/
https://community.mathletics.com/signin
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=http://www.academicschoice.com/websites/mathletics.php&psig=AOvVaw0PfCf7TjQzabVTD8GAi-4x&ust=1592259158208000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPj_0PquguoCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAJ


PE Kits

Please assist your child in taking responsibility for 
remembering to bring their PE kit into school at the start 

of every new term.

Reading Diaries

Reading diaries should be in school every day. 
Please try to hear your child read at least three times a 
week and discuss key themes, events and characters. 
Please comment on your child’s reading in the Home 

School Book.

Homework

Maths homework will be given via Seesaw this half term. It will be available 
online each Friday and should be completed by the following  Wednesday.
Spellings will continue to be sent home in the children’s green homework 

books as usual.

Key Dates

End of Term Treat
1R –
1P –

05/02/21 Non-uniform day – school 
fundraiser £1 donation 


