
What role did Britain play in 
World War 2?

Year 4



Geography
• We can name and locate some of the largest 

urban areas: London, Leeds, Manchester, 
Birmingham, Liverpool, Glasgow and Belfast. 
Using an atlas, we will then locate the UK and 

locate some major urban areas including 
where we live in the UK. 

• We can understand how our North East region 
has changed over time. 

History
• We can place the history of WW2 on a timeline showing 

periods of time.
• We can categorise the similarities, differences and changes 

between WW2 and Modern Britain, explaining how events 
have helped shape our lives today.

• We can make statements to explain why Germany would 
have thought that Britain was an important country to 

have invaded and conquered. 
• We will understand that invaders in the past fought fiercely 

and that wars started for specific reasons and would last 
for a very long time. 

• We can use a range of different sources to reconstruct 
aspects of life in WW2. 



Design Technology
Children will be designing their own torch that would 

be effective to use during an Air Raid.
We will conduct research into what makes a good 

torch and how and why they would be used during 
an Air Raid. They will then design their own 

prototype torch using a range of everyday materials. 
Once designed, children will have a go at creating 
their own design. Finally, the children will evaluate 

their design as well as their peers.

Science
Living Things and their Habitats

• Children will understand that environments change and the effects this 

can have towards living things.

Materials (States of Matter)
• Identify the part played by evaporation and condensation in the water 

cycle and associate the rate of evaporation with temperature.

Useful websites
https://childreninww2.wordpress.com
/dt-creating-anderson-shelter-models/

http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co
.uk/war/shelters.htm

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-
clips-video/history-ks2-living-through-

the-air-raids/zjnyrj6

https://childreninww2.wordpress.com/dt-creating-anderson-shelter-models/
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/war/shelters.htm
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks2-living-through-the-air-raids/zjnyrj6


Art
Children will create a painting to reflect a specific mood, drawing upon their knowledge of 
colours, tones and shapes e.g. a drooping flower to represent sadness. Children will also be 

Identifying and drawing simple objects and uses marks and lines to produce obvious 
texture.

In writing, explain the 
thought processes 

behind the purpose of 
each piece.

We will also be looking at Jaqueline Hurley and 
Jacqueline’s powerful and poignant War Poppy 

Collection and how it was her tribute to our 
heroes in the Armed Forces and a remembrance 

to all those fallen and seriously injured in past 
campaigns.



Music
Children will listen to several layers of sound 

(texture) and talk about the effect on mood and 
feelings. They will be able to know how the 
sense of occasion affects performance and 
describe the different purposes of music in 

history or other cultures. 
When singing, the children will be able to sing in 

tune, breathe correctly, pronounce words and 
change pitch and dynamics to show an 

awareness of others. 

Religious Education
This term, we will be exploring the question: 

What actually happened at Easter?
The children will be able to explain the events that 

happened over the Easter period as well as discuss how 
Jesus and his disciples might have felt during this time. 

The children will also look at the Resurrection and explore 
how Christians remember this today.

Physical Education 
Children will develop and improve their dance skills through a variety of activities. The children will combine the 

movements of body parts with changes to the shape of their body whilst travelling in a pathway e.g.  whilst 
following a pathway children to move into a crawl, tip toe, bear crawl. The children will also use their body to 
show feelings (joy, anger, sorrow). The children will be given the opportunity to work with a group to create a 

routine in unison and in cannon.



Computing
Wizard School

The children will learn how to recognise an error in 
an existing program and attempt to debug/fix the 

program. They will also investigate existing 
programs, evaluating them and consider how they 

could be improved. 

French
With Mrs Atkinson, children will be finding out how to talk 

about their home and the rooms inside. They will also describe 
their ideal bedroom.

Relationships and Health Education
Children will be looking at recognising different types of 
relationships, including those between acquaintances, 

friends, relatives and families.

We will start to develop strategies to resolve disputes and 
conflict through negotiation and appropriate compromise.

To listen and respond respectfully to a wide range of people 
and to feel confident to raise their own concerns

Rights Respecting Focus/British Values
Article 12
Your right to say what you think should 
happen and be listened to.
Article 29
Your right to become the best you can be.
Article 28
You have the right to learn.



Reading

Reading regularly at school and at home is essential to children’s 
language development: it increases their vocabulary and develops 

their understanding of age-related texts. 
In school, children will use Reading Plus three times per week and

as a result, they will  be exposed to a vast range of texts across a vast 
range of genres. 

Whilst they will have regular reading sessions in school, children will also benefit further by 
sharing and discussing texts at home. To support your child, you should encourage them to 
access Reading Plus at home and when sharing non-fiction texts, ask them to consider how 

the structure and layout helps make the information clear for the reader.
https://student.readingplus.com/seereader/api/sec/login

Site code: rproseb3

Bespoke book focus
Poems from the Second World War

https://student.readingplus.com/seereader/api/sec/login


English
Children will examine the literary features and structure of letters in order to write their own 

letter to a resident of a local Care Home. Using our bespoke book ‘Poems from the Second 
World War’, the children will explore the features of a poem in order to create their own 

poem about the war. 

https://uk.spellodrome.com/#/hom
e

Spelling rule focus
• Words with /aw/ spelt with augh and au
• Adding the prefix in- (meaning ‘not’ or 

‘into’)
• Adding the prefix im- (before a root word 

starting with ‘m’ or ‘p’)
• Adding the prefix il- (before a root word 

starting with ‘l’) and the prefix ir- ( before a 
root word starting with ‘r’)

• Homophones and near homophones

https://uk.spellodrome.com/#/home


Maths

Children will continue developing their knowledge of number, 
statistics, geometry and measures. They will solve problems, reason 
and investigate how they can apply their knowledge in a variety of 

contexts including topic-based activities and situations in everyday life. 

https://home.oxfordowl.
co.uk/kids-activities/fun-

maths-games-and-
activities/

Mathletics 

In order to support your child with their learning, it would be helpful if you could: 
• ask them to calculate the cost of some items when doing the shopping
and to work out the change you should expect
• involve them when cooking, asking them to weigh out the food and read the 
scale, talking to them about measurements
• talk to them about timings during the day using both analogue and digital 12 
and 24 hour clocks
• ask them multiplication table questions (just one table a night) e.g. focus on 
the 7x table on Monday and ask questions such as 7 x 4, 35 divided by 7

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/kids-activities/fun-maths-games-and-activities/
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=http://www.academicschoice.com/websites/mathletics.php&psig=AOvVaw0PfCf7TjQzabVTD8GAi-4x&ust=1592259158208000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPj_0PquguoCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAJ


Please assist your child in taking 
responsibility for remembering to 
bring their PE kit into school at the 

start of every new term.

Reading diaries should be in school every day. 

Please try to hear your child read at least three times a week 
and discuss key themes, events and characters. 

Please comment on your child’s reading in the Home School 
Book. Homework will be 

given each Friday on 
Seesaw and should be 

completed the 
following  Wednesday

End of Term Treats
Each class will decide their End of Term Treat when 
all children return to school. The information will 

then be emailed out to you.

04/03/2021 World Book Day

08/03/2021 Parent’s Evenings


