
How influential were the Ancient 
Greeks?

YEAR 5



History
Children will learn where the ancient Greeks fit in the timeline of history. This will 

be linked to the children’s knowledge of other ancient civilizations such as the 
Egyptians and the Romans so that they can begin to understand the chronology of 
the past. The children will learn about key events and developments in the ancient 
Geek history and how some of these are still significant today such as the Olympic 

games, invention of the alarm clock and key mathematical concepts in order to 
evaluate their legacy. 

We will compare and contrast life in two Greek city states (Athens and Sparta) and 
the children will critically evaluate using evidence to decide where they would 

rather have lived and why.  

Useful Websites

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z87tn39
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/Greece.html

https://www.ducksters.com/history/ancient_greece/food.php
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/history/greece/10-facts-about-the-ancient-

greeks/

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z87tn39
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/Greece.html
https://www.ducksters.com/history/ancient_greece/food.php
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/history/greece/10-facts-about-the-ancient-greeks/


Geography

We will explore the location and climate of Greece. As well as this, we 
will look at how Greece has changed over the years with the 

introduction of tourism and compare and contrast Athens to London. 
As it was meant to be an Olympic year, we will learn about the 

geographical features of Brazil and Greece and compare them to 
discover which would make the best Olympic location. 

Children will learn how to describe and compare similarities and differences 
(human and physical characteristics) between Brazil and Greece. 

Children will explore how Greece has changed and look at the importance of the tourist industry for modern 
Greece. 



Design Technology

The Children will understand and apply the principles of a healthy and 
varied diet. They will prepare and cook a variety of predominantly 
savoury dishes using a range of cooking techniques:
They will use a variety of cooking techniques such as peeling, 
chopping, slicing, grating, mixing, spreading, kneading and baking.

The children will cook using a range of ingredients safely and hygienically 
including, where appropriate, the use of a heat source

Science

This half term we will continue to work scientifically. The children will give reasons, based on 
evidence from comparative and fair tests, for the particular uses of everyday materials, including 
metals, wood and plastic. 
We will also group together everyday materials on the basis of their properties, including their 
hardness, solubility, transparency, conductivity (electrical and thermal), and response to magnets. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z4339j6/articles/zx8hhv4

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z4339j6/articles/zx8hhv4


Art

This half term we will explore print making in the style of the ancient 
Greeks. 

We will make a block print using wood and string. The children will create 
their own design with at least three turns of the string.

The children will also make a simple stencil using 
cardboard and paint so that they can create a 
repeating pattern to be used on a Greek vase. 

The children will follow a brief to design and make their own ancient Greek 
style pot using materials of their choice. 

As well as this, they will use tools to engrave a design typical of the time in 
order to match the brief. 

Following that, they will evaluate their work and the work of others. 

https://www.historyforkids.net/ancient-greek-vase-painting.html

https://www.historyforkids.net/ancient-greek-vase-painting.html


Music
This half term we will explore how to use computer 

apps to create music.
The children will create their own piece of music and 

compare this to live instrumental music.
We will also look at the different purposes of music and 
look at previous Olympic songs to discuss key themes.  

Religious Education
Our key theme for this half term is betrayal. We will 

explore what the word means and discuss our 
feelings relating to this. We will then move on to 

analyse how Jesus was betrayed and who was loyal 
to him based on evidence from the Easter story. 

Physical Education 
Our theme for PE for this half term is athletics. This links in well with our Ancient Greek topic as the Greeks were 
the founders of the Olympic games. 
During this half term we will be working on the following skills. 
• run for up to 5 minutes varying pace.
• compete in a sprint race developing acceleration.
• compete in a relay race, firmly placing a baton into my team mates’ hand.
• combine running and jumping (long jump) 
• run a distance that includes unevenly space hurdles.
• throw for distance and accuracy.
• stand with opposite foot to the throwing arm forward and the weight of the body is on the back leg which 

should be bent.



Computing
The children will learn how to use technology in order to be 
a music composer.
Using technology they will record and produce a podcast / 
audio clips and use unfamiliar technology to create content.

French
Children will continue to develop their 

French vocabulary focusing on the 
description of characters, using the 

topic of The Greeks to select suitable 
descriptive words. 

Relationships and Health Education

Children will continue to learn about the different feelings and emotions that they can experience and will begin 
to build up some strategies for managing these. Children will discuss the long-term effects of alcohol and 

smoking on health and the implications of exercise on their wellbeing. 

Campaigning/Global Goal

TBC – children’s interests 

Rights Respecting Focus/British Values 
We will explore the right to  a safe environment 
and how we can campaign to ensure safety for 

all linked the Covid-19. 



Reading

Reading regularly at school and at home is essential to children’s 
language development: it increases their vocabulary and develops 

their understanding of age-related texts. 
In school, children will use Reading Plus three times per week and

as a result, they will  be exposed to a vast range of texts across a vast 
range of genres. 

Whilst they will have regular reading sessions in school, children will also benefit further by 
sharing and discussing texts at home. To support your child, you should encourage them to 
access Reading Plus at home and when sharing non-fiction texts, ask them to consider how 

the structure and layout helps make the information clear for the reader.
https://student.readingplus.com/seereader/api/sec/login

Site code: rproseb3 

Bespoke book focus Danny the Champion of 
the World

https://student.readingplus.com/seereader/api/sec/login


English

Children will examine the literary features and structure of a range of texts. They 
will write their own based on those shared. Children will explore writing their own 

Ancient Greek myth and describing their own mythical creature in detail using 
adventurous language and a range of sentence structures. They will be thinking 

carefully about the language that they need to use and the features that they will 
need to apply. 

https://uk.spellodrome.com/#/home

Spelling

Please ensure that the children continue to learn and apply 
weekly spellings ready for their spelling test on a Monday. 

Tip: Keep previous spelling sheets and use these to re-fresh your 
child’s memory! 

https://uk.spellodrome.com/#/home


Maths

Children will continue developing their knowledge of number, 
statistics, geometry and measures. This half term children will develop 
their knowledge of fractions and decimals. We will build on knowledge 

from Year 4 to learn how to add and subtract fractions as well as 
multiply them. Additionally, we will be ordering and comparing 

decimals and using this to solve real life money problems.  
https://home.oxfordowl.
co.uk/kids-activities/fun-

maths-games-and-
activities/

Mathletics 

In order to support your child with their learning, it would be helpful if you could: 
• ask them to calculate the cost of some items when doing the shopping
and to work out the change you should expect
• involve them when cooking, asking them to weigh out the food and read the 
scale, talking to them about measurements
• talk to them about timings during the day using both analogue and digital 12 
and 24 hour clocks
• ask them multiplication table questions (just one table a night) e.g. focus on 
the 7x table on Monday and ask questions such as 7 x 4, 35 divided by 7

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/kids-activities/fun-maths-games-and-activities/
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=http://www.academicschoice.com/websites/mathletics.php&psig=AOvVaw0PfCf7TjQzabVTD8GAi-4x&ust=1592259158208000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPj_0PquguoCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAJ


Please assist your child in taking 
responsibility for remembering to bring 

their PE kit into school at the start of 
every new term.

Reading diaries should be in school every day. 

Please try to hear your child read at least three times a week and discuss 
key themes, events and characters. 

Please comment on your child’s reading in the Home School Book.

Curriculum Visits, Visitors and Enrichment

Due to current restrictions in place due to Covid-19, we have not 
organised a visit or visitor for this half term. This is subject to change 

and you will be informed with notice if a change is made. 

Homework will be given 
each Friday and should be 

returned the following  
Wednesday



At the end of our topic, after studying the ancient Greek 
way of life, children will plan their own 

‘We are Greeks’ day in school. 

Children will have to think about how to dress as a Greek 
or a god/goddess using materials in school, what food 
that they will eat, what they will need and what they 

might make as part of their ‘normal day’. 

We expect them to have a fantastic day!
(Nothing is needed from home for this day) 

Reflection Task

How influential were 
the Ancient Greeks?


