
Reception
Autumn 1 – 2021/22

Our topic this half term is called ‘Marvellous Me’



Autumn 1 – Marvellous Me!
Our topic this half term is ‘Marvellous Me’, we will be doing lots of work around 
what makes us special and thinking about who is in our families. We will also be 
talking about how to respect the rights of others while we work in Reception and 
establishing our rules and routines. We will be reading lots of books, some of them 

written by Todd Parr about families, and also some of our Reception bespoke 
books. 

Our teachers follow our interests when planning for activities and resources so some 
of the ideas may change. 

Our PE day is a Tuesday and we will need to leave our PE kit in school 
for the half term.  We must make sure that all our personal belongings 

are labelled with our full name (because some of us have the same
initials). 



Our First Week in Reception

During the first week of the half term we will all be starting Reception on different 
days.  This is to help us settle in, find our way around and get to know our new 

friends and teachers.  Our teachers will show us where to hang our coats up, where 
to put our bags and where to go to the toilet.

We will be doing lots of getting to know each other activities such as circle time, 
painting our self portraits, measuring ourselves with string and having a go at 

writing our names.

We will be reading ‘The Family Book’ by Todd Parr and talking about how families 
can be all different but that all families are special.  We will be drawing portraits of 

our special families.



How to help us at home
• Talk about the importance of washing hands and let us practise doing this 

independently.
• Allow us to practise getting dressed independently.
• Talk to us about how we felt about starting school.  Ask us to tell you something that 

made us happy during the day.
• Talk about who is in our family and how some relatives might live near by and some 

might live far away.
• Talk to us about growing and getting bigger. You could show us some of our old clothes 

or shoes to show how much we have grown.
• Help us to practise writing our name.
• Share stories with us, talking about the characters, settings and events.



A note from our teachers: 
New Reception Early Learning Goals
Last year we early adopted the government's new Early Learning Goals for 

Reception.  These are statements that children are working towards at the end of 
their Reception year.  This gave us the opportunity to trial a new curriculum for our 
children before the new Early Learning Goals became statutory this year.  There are 
seven areas of learning which children are assessed against.  They are then judged 
to be ‘on track’ or ‘not on track’ for their age against each area of learning.  We 
will monitor children’s progress across the year and make a final judgement in the 
Summer Term.  We will provide you with lots of activities over the year for you to 

support your child’s progress in these areas.

If there is anything you wish to discuss with us please do not hesitate to contact us 
on the Reception email.

rjreception@sbcschools.org.uk

mailto:rjreception@sbcschools.org.uk


The Seven Areas of Learning

• Communication and Language
• Personal, Social and Emotional Development
• Physical Development (Gross and Fine Motor)
• Literacy (Reading and Writing)
• Maths
• Understanding the World
• Expressive Arts and Design



Communication and Language

This half term we will be focussing on:

• Listening, attention and understanding - Understanding how to 
listen carefully and why listening is important. Engaging in story time.

• Speaking - Learning new vocabulary and using it throughout the 
day.



Personal, Social and Emotional 
Development

This half term we will be focussing on:

• Self Regulation - Expressing our feelings and considering the
feelings of others. Identifying and moderating our own feelings
socially and emotionally.

• Managing Self – Managing our own needs including going to
the toilet, washing our hands and getting changed for PE.

• Building Relationships - Building constructive and respectful
relationships. Forming positive attachments to adults and
friendships with peers.



Physical development

These skills will be ongoing throughout the year:

Fine Motor – Holding a pencil and using it to make marks on paper or 
begin to form letters correctly.  Using cutlery to eat our dinners.  Using 
small tools including scissors and paint brushes accurately.  Beginning 
to show care and accuracy when drawing.

Gross Motor - Using our core muscle strength to achieve a good 
posture when sitting at a table or sitting on the floor.  Developing 
overall body-strength, balance, co-ordination and agility.



Literacy
This half term we will be focussing on:

Comprehension – We will be reading lots of stories and discussing the 
events, characters and what happens in the stories.
Word Reading – We will be revisiting the Set 1 sounds that were 
introduced in Nursery and continuing to learn the rest of the set.  Our 
teachers will upload the sounds that we have been practising in school to 
Seesaw each week so we can continue to learn them at home. 
We will soon be introduced to Action Words, too – our teachers will send out  
more information about these soon. 

Writing – We will be practising our names and single letters during our 
phonic sessions.  We move on to reading and writing CVC words when we 
are ready.  In the environment our teachers will encourage us to draw and 
mark make regularly.



Maths

This half term we will be focussing on:
• Matching and sorting objects and amounts
• Comparing amounts – which has more and which has fewer
• Comparing size, mass and capacity 
• Exploring patterns

Our teachers will upload a maths activity on SeeSaw each week linked 
to the Maths activities we have been doing during the week.



Understanding the World
This half term we will be focussing on:

• Past and present - Talking about lives of people around us and their roles in society.  Comment 
on images of familiar situations in the past.

• People, Culture and Communities - Talk about members of our immediate family and 
community. Name and describe people who are familiar to us.

• The Natural World – Season – Autumn Describe what we see, hear, and feel whilst outside. 
Understand the effect of changing seasons on the natural world around us 

• Science Link - Opportunities to discuss how we care for ourselves (healthy eating, teeth 
brushing, exercise).

• Identifying, naming, drawing and labelling our face and saying which part is used/helps us with 
seeing, smelling, tasting and hearing.  Knowing that a sound causes a vibration and that 
vibrations from sounds travel through a medium to the ear.



Expressive Arts and Design

This half term we will be focussing on:

• Creating with materials - Art Focus - Self Portraits, decorating 
the first letter in our names, making family portraits and drawing 
what we wnat to be when we grow up.

• Being imaginative - Singing familiar Nursery Rhymes and songs.  
Developing story lines in our pretend play.



Books we will be reading this half term



How to help us at home

• Encourage us to get dressed independently.
• Encourage us to brush their teeth every day and talk about the reasons for 

doing it.
• Encourage us to use cutlery when eating hot food.
• Encourage us to use the toilet independently and wash our hands regularly.
• Share and talk about stories
• Talk about numbers we might see and how objects can represent numbers.
• Help us to practise writing our name.
• Support and help us to complete homework tasks on SeeSaw each week –

we will receive a certificate if we have completed our tasks.



In 2015, world leaders agreed to 17 
Global Goals. These goals have the 
power to create a better world by 
2030, by ending poverty, fighting 

inequality and addressing the 
urgency of climate change. Guided 
by the goals, it is now up to all of 
us, governments, businesses, civil 
society and the general public to 
work together to build a better 

future for everyone. During Autumn 
One, we will focus on goal number 3 

‘Good Health and Well-being’. 

Global Goals



As a Rights Respecting School we learn about our rights and how to respect 
the rights of others. During the first half-term, we will look at some of our 

rights and how we can ensure we are getting those rights as well as how we 
can ensure we respect the rights of others too. 

Rights Respecting Schools



Dates
Date Time Activity

14.09.2021 Class Photographs

01.10.2021 Non Uniform Day – Guide 
Dogs for the Blind

22.10.2021 Afternoon End of term treat – Spooky 
Party

Children may bring a costume or 
party clothes to get changed into 

on the afternoon.


