
Colour, Pattern and 

Shape
Nursery – Autumn Two



Our topic this half term is ‘Colour, Pattern and Shape’. We will be exploring colour

and how it can be changed, looking at shapes and their properties, and creating lots 

of different patterns and looking for patterns in the environment around us. 

We will be continuing our work on how to respect the rights of others while we 

work in Nursery and practicing our rules and routines. We will be reading lots of 

books to support our work this half-term and will also be looking at different 

celebrations such as; Bonfire Night, Remembrance Day, Diwali and Christmas. 

We do follow the children’s interests when planning for activities and resources so 

some of the ideas may change. Our noticeboard in Nursery is updated weekly with 

what we have been up to during the week as well as some photographs.

Autumn Two



Week One
During week one we will be focussing on identifying different colours correctly. We will read ‘Brown 

Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You see?’ and will talk about the different animals and colours we 

can see. We will think about our work on rhyme and try and identify the rhyming words in the 

story as well as create our own rhyming strings and begin our work on initial sounds. 

We will also celebrate ‘Bonfire Night’ and will talk about how we can keep safe around fireworks. 

We will be creating firework pictures with paints and glitter! We will make firework biscuits this 

week and talk about what happens to the ingredients when we mix and bake them! 

We will also learn all about Diwali this week and will read ‘Dipal’s Diwali’ which explores the 

rituals and traditions associated with Diwali such as; creating Rangoli patterns, making and sharing 

food and visiting a Hindu temple. We will explore mixing colours and using different shapes to create 

our own Rangoli patterns, and will talk about and taste different foods often eaten during Diwali 

such as pakoras, samosas and bhajis. 



Week Two
Week Two we will read ‘A Star in My Orange’ and will explore the 

different shapes different fruits and vegetables make when we use our senses 

to explore, as well as using them to print shapes and make patterns with 

paint. We will use red, green and black paint to print poppies using apples 

to celebrate Remembrance Day and think about those who remember all 

those who fought and died in the line of duty to keep us safe and free. 

This week we will continue to focus on identifying the initial sounds in 

words and linking words together that have the same initial sound to create 

some amazing alliteration!



Week Three
This week it is ‘World Nursery Rhyme Week’ and includes: Incy

Wincy Spider; Sleeping Bunnies; Wind The Bobbin; Head, Shoulders, 

Knees and Toes; and Down in The Jungle. 

We will enjoy singing a different Rhyme each day and explore lots of 

exciting activities linked to this across the week. 

In Phonics we will focus on making lots of different ‘Voice Sounds’ 

and will explore the different sounds we can make using our own 

voices. 

In baking this week, we will vote on something we would like to make 

and will display photos of this in our Nursery cloak room.



Week Four
This week we will continue exploring different colours and shapes and 

look at how they can make patterns. We will read ‘Pattern Fish’ and 

look at the different patterns in the book, as well as looking out for the 

rhyming words we can hear as well as the initial sounds in words and 

will start to think about hearing syllables in words.

We will have a go at creating our own repeated patterns with different 

materials and will look at creating repeated patterns with our 

movements in PE e.g. jump, hop, jump, hop… walk, run, walk, run…



Week Five
Our focus this week will be shapes in the environment. We will go on a shape 

hunt around our indoor and outdoor area and look at all of the different shapes 

we find. We will look at the features of the shapes e.g. how many edges? How 

many corners? Curved or straight? and compare these shapes in lots of 

different ways.

In Phonics, we will start to orally blend the sounds in words e.g. f-ee-t, feet, 

t-oe-s toes, p-i-n… pin, b-a-t… bat.

In cooking this week we will make shape pizzas using different ingredients in 

different shapes!



Week Six
During this week our festive activities will begin! We will read ‘A 

Christmas Collar’ and will talk about what adventures we would 

like to go on in our dreams. We will look at how Christmas is 

celebrated around the world and then will get to work helping 

Santa in our very own Christmas Workshop, wrapping presents, 

writing cards and gift tags and will  make some of our own 

magical collars to wear and see if they take us on any exciting 

adventures! 

In PE this week we will all attend a ‘Reindeer Training Camp’ and 

will practise lots of different moves that Santa’s Reindeer need to 

prefect!  



Week Seven
This week we will be enjoying lots of Christmas crafts, we will be talking 

about the Christmas story and will be talking about different families and 

how we might spend Christmas. We will read ‘A Festive Feast’ and will 

talk about our own families, as well as looking at the different shapes and 

patterns we can see in the book. 

This week we will make reindeer cakes and will explore what happens when 

we heat and cool chocolate! 



Maths
Our number of the half-term is 2. During the course of the year, we will work on 

one number per half-term and ensure children have a secure, concrete understanding 

of numbers 1-5. 

Over the course of the half term we will work of several different maths skills;

• Counting, 

• Recognising numerals,

• Recognising shapes, 

• Matching numerals and quantities, 

• Presenting groups of objects in different ways to understand that the total is 

always the same,

• Comparing groups of objects that have different or the same amounts.



Literacy

Over the course of the half term we will work on several different reading, 

comprehension and writing skills;

• Circle times

• Joining in with songs and rhymes 

• Listening to stories

• Asking and answering questions

• Making and giving meaning to marks

• Pencil control activities

• Gross and fine motor activities 



Home Reading
Please try to read with your child at least three times a week and chat about 

what you have read together. Please leave a comment about what you have read 

in your child’s Reading Diary. Books should be returned on a Monday and will 

be changed and returned to you every Wednesday (for Wed-Fri children, please 

return your books on a Wednesday). Please try to read with your child at least 

three times a week and chat about what you have read together. 



PE
During the Autumn term in our PE lessons we will focus on building our muscles 

using gross and fine motor movements. We will work on tuning our listening skills, 

following instructions, balancing and strengthening our core in order to support us 

with our movement. 

For PE lessons, your child will need a change of clothing (shorts, t-shirt and 

plimsoles/trainers) that can be left in school. PE will be carried out every other 

Wednesday.



Cooking

In Nursery we aim to bake or taste foods at least once per 

fortnight and ask for a voluntary donation of £1 per 

week towards resources. This half term we will be 

making; firework biscuits, shape pizzas, reindeer cakes 

and will be voting on something else we would like to 

make. We will also enjoy tasting pakoras, samosas and 

bhajis.



Homework
Our creative homework this half term is ‘What shapes can you see all around you?’ 

Children can present this in any way they wish. We look forward to seeing some of your 

creations!

Basic Skills homework will be set each Monday on Seesaw. Children have 

each received an individual log-in and will be able to access the homework 

set via the app or online web suite. Children have also received some 

resources to support their home learning (whiteboard, pencil case and 

workbook) and may be asked to present their homework in some way or 

may also be asked to practise something we have been looking at in Nursery 

that week. You might like to upload photos to Seesaw of your child 

completing the homework – we always love to see your work!



Healthy Lifestyle
At Roseberry, we promote maintaining a healthy lifestyle and aim to teach children 

all about keeping themselves and their bodies healthy. This half term we will look 

at ‘Health and Prevention’ and will use characters from books, begin to recognise 

that animals and humans need to sleep and will think about why our bodies need to 

be cleaned regularly.

Check out our weekly challenge displayed in the Nursery cloak room!



Global Goals
In 2015, world leaders agreed to 17 Global 

Goals. These goals have the power to create a better 

world by 2030, by ending poverty, fighting 

inequality and addressing the urgency of climate 

change. Guided by the goals, it is now up to all of 

us, governments, businesses, civil society and the 

general public to work together to build a better 

future for everyone. During Autumn Two, we will 

continue our work on goal number 3 ‘Good Health 

and Well-being’. 



Rights Respecting Schools

As a Rights Respecting School we want our children to know their rights and how to 

respect the rights of others. During Autumn Two we will look at: 

Article 13 – Your right to information.

Article 16 – Your right to privacy.

Article 24 – Your right to good food and water and to see a doctor if you are ill.

Article 28 – Your right to learn and to go to school.



Roseberry Avatars
At Roseberry we aim to be the best we can be and we use our Avatars to teach the children 

about how we can do this! Here are our Avatars and there is more information displayed 

on the bunting in the Nursery window if you would like to read it.

Steely Resilience                        Eager Ethos                      Teamwork Tango

Annie and 

Artie Creative                       Pop Pop Passion                            Arnie



Dates



Email Information
If you require any further support, please speak to a member of the Nursery 

team. Alternatively, the Nursery email address can also be used to support 

with teacher-parent communication. 

RJNursery@roseberryprimary.org.uk

Absences and illness must be reported to the office.

mailto:RJNursery@roseberryprimary.org.uk

