
Reception
Autumn 2 – 2021/22

Our topic this half term is called ‘I wonder what 
will happen if …’



Useful Websites and Apps
• https://nrich.maths.org/early-years has some nice maths activities you can do 

together using house hold items.

• Oxford Owl Website – You can sign up free as a parent and access lots of online 
ebooks.

• Teach Your Monster to Read – An app with phonic and reading activities.

• Phonics Play – This website has some free resources to practise phonics.

• Top Mark Maths – There are some nice maths activities on this website.

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/games

Reading Eggs: https://readingeggs.co.uk/

• Register for a free trial and get 2 weeks free access to reading resources. Suitable 
for all

Jump Start Johnny: https://www.jumpstartjonny.co.uk/free-stuff

• Physical Education for all Year Groups

https://nrich.maths.org/early-years
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/games
https://readingeggs.co.uk/
https://www.jumpstartjonny.co.uk/free-stuff


Autumn 2 – I wonder what will happen if …

Our topic this half term is ‘I wonder what will happen if …’, we will be looking at the 
seasons Autumn and Winter and talking about events such as Bonfire Night and 

Remembrance Day. We will be reading lots of books around these themes including 
some of our bespoke books. Our teachers will be following our interests with some 

stories and activities about witches, wizards and magic. 

Please keep an eye on our Facebook and Twitter pages to see some of the exciting 
things we have been doing.  If you have any questions or queries please contact our 

teachers on the Reception email rjreception@roseberryprimary.org.uk

Our PE day is a Tuesday and we will need to leave our PE kit in school for the half 
term. We must make sure that all our personal belongings are labelled with our full 

name (because some of us have the same initials).



How to help at home

• Go on an Autumn walk and talk about what can be seen, heard, smelt and touched.  
Look at the different coloured leaves on the trees.

• Collect some leaves, sticks, conkers, stones or acorns to make a piece of art.

• Talk about change, why do the leaves change colour and fall off the trees?

• Help us to practise writing our names.

• Share stories with us, talk about the characters, settings and events.



Week 1 – Dental Health
During Week 1 we are going to be talking dental hygiene and starting to brush our 
teeth in school. We will be looking at all of the ways to keep our teeth, our mouths 
and our bodies healthy.  We will be investigating healthy and unhealthy foods and 

designing our own posters.

This week we will be starting to work in our new phonics groups and will be 
continuing to practise our oral blending skills as we start learning to read.

The sounds we have covered so far this year are:

m, a, s, d, t, i, n, p, g, o, c, k, u, b, f, e

Our teachers have loved looking at our phonic homework videos and pictures and 
think we are super stars!



We will be talking about bonfire night and watching some 
fire work displays on the internet.

These are a few craft ideas we might like to try for
bonfire night.



Remembrance Day

We will be learning about Remembrance Day and why people choose 
to wear poppies on this day. There are some nice clips on YouTube for 

us to watch.  This is one of them 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wOT5CDnYHEs

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wOT5CDnYHEs


The Seven Areas of Learning
• Communication and Language 
• Personal, Social and Emotional 

Development 
• Physical Development (Gross and Fine 

Motor) 
• Literacy (Reading and Writing) 
• Maths 
• Understanding the World 
• Expressive Arts and Design 



Communication and Language

This half term we will be focussing on:

Listening, attention and understanding - Asking questions 
to find out more and to check understanding of what has 
been said to them. Developing social phrases.  Engaging 
in story time. Learning rhymes, poems and songs.

Speaking – Using new vocabulary throughout the day. 
Waiting and taking turns in conversations. Using talk to 
help work out problems and organising thinking and 
activities, explaining how things work and why they might 
happen.



Personal, Social and Emotional 
Development

This half term we will be focussing on:

Self-Regulation - Expressing their feelings and considering the 
feelings of others.  Identifying and moderating their own feelings 
socially and emotionally.

Managing Self – Showing resilience in the face of challenge.  
Managing their own needs – Using the toilet independently, 
dressing and undressing for PE.

Building Relationships – Building constructive and respectful 
relationships.



Physical Development

This half term we will be focussing on:

Fine Motor – Developing small motor skills so they can 
use a range of tools competently, safely and confidently. 
Including cutlery. Showing good pencil control when  
mark making and drawing.

Gross Motor - Using lots of different ways of moving 
appropriately.  Climbing over, under and through 
obstacles.



Literacy
This half term we will be focussing on:

Comprehension – Retelling the main events in stories. Talking 
about what has happened in the story so far.  Listening carefully to 
stories, non-fiction, songs and rhymes.

Word Reading - Reading Set 1 sounds (RWI) – m, a, s, d, t, i, n, p, g, 
o, c, k, u, b, f, e, l, h, sh, r, j, v, y, w, th, z, ch, qu, x, ng, nk. Saying the 
sounds in CVC words and beginning to blend them together to read 
the word.  Recognising Set 1 and 2 action words. Beginning to read 
simple words in a caption or sentence.

Writing – Writing their first names independently. Writing some 
lower case letters correctly. Writing CVC words. Beginning to write 
simple labels and captions.



Mathematics
This half term we will be focussing on:

Number – Counting to 5 objects. Matching numeral and 
quantity to 5. Subitising (recognising quantities without 
counting) up to 5 in different arrangements. Starting to 
show how numbers can be made up.

Numerical Patterns – Reciting numbers in order to 10.  
Comparing manipulatives, saying when one tower has 
more than the other. Finding one more or less using 
resources. Copying and continue patterns. Making own 
repeating patterns.

Our teachers will 
upload a maths 

activity on SeeSaw
each week linked 

to the Maths 
activities we have 
been doing during 

the week.



Understanding the World
This half term we will be focussing on:

Past & Present – Talking about lives of people around them and 
their roles in society.  Commenting on images of familiar situations 
in the past. (Remembrance Day)

People, Culture & Communities – Recognising that people have 
different beliefs and special times in different ways.  Recognising 
some similarities and differences between life in this country and 
life in other countries.

The Natural World – Seasons (Autumn/Winter) Describing what 
they see, hear and feel whilst outside.  Understanding some 
important processes including changes of state and matter – mixing 
potions and freezing. 



Expressive Arts and Design
This half term we will be focussing on:

Creating with materials – Using various tools for art work 
and design. Telling others about art work.  Selecting own 
materials to create with.  (Potions, wands, 
witches/wizards hats, colour mixing, Christmas crafts)

Being Imaginative & Expressive – Recounting and retelling 
familiar stories through role play and small world play.  
Singing some familiar songs.  Listening and responding to 
sounds. Singing with others and copying melody and 
pitch.



Books we will be reading this half term are:

Bespoke Books



How to help at home

Topic

• Make up a poem together about being a witch or a wizard, here is an example;

If I were a witch I would cast lots of spells, and wave my wand with a zap zap zap.

If I were a witch I would have a black cat, with soft cuddly fur with a purr purr purr.

If I were a witch I would have a pointy hat that stands up tall with a point point point.

If I were a witch I would have a big cauldron, which I would stir and stir with a bubble, bubble, bubble.

• Make a potion using anything you might have in the house, the messier the better.  Name your potion and 
write or draw a list of ingredients.

• Make a magic wand using sticks and anything you can find to decorate it. (Ribbon, string, material)



Reading

• Share our story and reading books. Please write in our diary to let our teachers know 
how we are doing at home.

• Help us to speedy read our flash cards and to make CVC words to practise our blending.

• Point out sounds to us when we are out and about to see if we can recognise them.

Writing

• Help us to practise writing our first name and then our second name.

• Help us to practise sound writing using the correct formation.

• Encourage to draw pictures and talk about them or start to label them.

How to help at home



How to help at home
Action Words 

• Help us to read them first with the actions that are on cards and then cover up the cards and ask us to say 
them without looking at the actions. Our teachers will test us regularly and when we can read the full set 
without the actions we will be given the next set.  

• Practise everyday, practise makes perfect!

Maths

• Using our numeral cards, ask us to lay them out in order from 1-5. Starting from 1 see if we can add one 
more to each number in order up to 5. Do the same with one less.  We can also use our fingers to add or 
take away one. 

• Challenge us with different numbers.  What is one more than 3? What is one less than 5? Practise this 
until we are confident with one more and one less than all numbers 1-5.

• Sing songs with us such as ‘5 Little Men in a Flying Saucer’, ‘5 Little Ducks’ and ‘5 Speckled Frogs’ as we 
sometimes find one less trickier than one more.  (All of these can be found on YouTube.)



Maths

• Talk about the properties of squares (4 sides the same size) and rectangles (2 long and 2 short sides) with 
us.

• Can you find any four sided shapes? Can you find any squares or rectangles?

• Can you make a picture using squares and rectangles?

Topic – Christmas 

• Talk about how we celebrate Christmas as a family, we could draw a picture of all of the things we enjoy.

• Research how Christmas is celebrated in other countries.

• Write a letter to Santa.

• Make and write cards for family members and friends.

How to help at home



In 2015, world leaders agreed to 17 
Global Goals. These goals have the 
power to create a better world by 
2030, by ending poverty, fighting 

inequality and addressing the 
urgency of climate change. Guided 

by the goals, it is now up to all of us, 
governments, businesses, civil 

society and the general public to 
work together to build a better 

future for everyone. During Autumn 
Two, we will focus on goal number 1 

‘No poverty’. 

Global Goals



As a Rights Respecting School we will be learning to know our rights and how 
to respect the rights of others. During the second half-term, we will continue 

to look at some of our rights and how we can ensure our rights are being 
met as well as how we can ensure we respect the rights of others too. 

Rights Respecting Schools



Dates

Date Time Activity

WB08.11.2021 Appointments already given Parent meetings

18.11.2021 All Day Individual and sibling photographs

WB22&29.11.2021 Times to be confirmed Christmas Crafts Family Time

WB07.12.2021 To be confirmed Early Years Christmas Performance 
(Virtual)

09.12.2021 Lunch Time
Children may wear Christmas 

jumpers

Christmas Lunch

10.12.2021 All Day Christmas Jumper Day

13.12.2021 Afternoon
Children may bring party clothes to 

change in to

Reception Christmas Party

17.12.2021 School finishes at 3.00pm Last Day of Term

Watch this space for more details about our festive activities!


