
Why Do We Remember 
the 5th of November?

Year 1



History

In history this half term, the children will learn about Guy Fawkes and the key events of the Gunpowder Plot. 

Within this topic, children will sequence the gunpowder plot on a timeline in relation to the birth of Jesus and 
when they were born. They will use a wide range of time terms relating to the passing of time. E.g. 'in the past' 

and ‘in the present’, old, new, a long time ago, before, after. 

Children will identify changes in living memory by looking at some of the items Guy Fawkes will have used during 
the time of the gunpowder plot such as a pocket watch, lantern, quill and ink and compare them with items we 

use today for these purposes. 

The children will learn the reason we celebrate 5th November (a relevant cause for some of the main events 
studied in a significant event or life of a significant individual).

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zjkj382/articles/zjsqbdm

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zjkj382/articles/zjsqbdm


Science

In Science, the children will learn to name a variety of everyday materials, 
including wood, plastic, glass, metal, water, and rock. They will be able to 
describe the simple properties of everyday materials from the home and 
classroom. They will explore everyday materials in order to compare and 
group materials based on their physical properties.

Computing

In computing, children will complete the project Modern Tales. They will carry 
out a range of activities including learning how to use technology safely and 
respectfully, what personal information is and the importance of keeping it 

private, identifying where to go for help and support when they have concerns 
and recognising common uses of information technology beyond school.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z6kdwty



Art
Children will learn about textiles and textures in art this half term. They will handle and 

manipulate materials such as threads, cottons and wool. They will sort and gather 
different materials that they could use to make a bonfire collage.

When making their collage, children will learn to cut and tear simple patterns from paper 
and card for their collages  taking care with precision and scissor control. 

Design Technology
The children will also learn about the simple working characteristics of materials and 
components e.g. why have we chosen sticks to replicate the base of the bonfire? Why 

have we chosen tissue paper, wool and cellophane to replicate the flames of the bonfire.

Music

Children will have the opportunity to respond to and review different music (say what they like or dislike about a piece 
of music). They will be taught about the pulse and texture of music (can they hear one sound or several?) They will  
discuss moods in music and choose sounds to represent different things, including ideas, thoughts, feelings and moods.



Religious Education

The children will continue to learn about Christianity and why Christians 

give gifts at Christmas. 

The will learn the story of the nativity so they can explain why Christmas is 

a special time for Christians. 

They will describe their experience of gift-giving and find out about the 

gifts brought to Jesus by shepherds and magi.

Physical Education 

This half term in PE the children will learn ball skills. They will practise rolling and retrieving, throwing, kicking, bouncing
and catching balls.



Relationships and Health Education

This half term the children will be looking at different types relationships. They will be identifying who the special people
they have in their lives are and talk about the importance of families. They will discuss who to go to if they are worried 

and how to attract their attention. They will take part in discussions about what make them and others special. They will 
learn the qualities of a good friend and find strategies to work out arguments and disagreements without being unkind. 

This will require the children to use skills such as listening to others and working as part of a team.

Campaigning

TBC

Rights Respecting Focus

Article 19:You have the right to be protected 
from being hurt and mistreated, in body or 

mind.

Article 24: You have the right to the best health 
care possible, safe water to drink, nutritious 

food, a clean and safe environment, and 
information to help you stay well.

Article 38: You have the right to protection and 
freedom from war.

Article 40:You have the right to legal help and 
fair treatment in the justice system that respects 

your rights.

British Values

Personal Responsibility and Liberty –
Children will learn that they have the 
freedom to make choices that affect 

themselves and recognise that they are 
accountable for their actions.

Global Goal



Reading

Reading regularly at school and at home is essential to children’s language 
development: it increases their vocabulary and develops their understanding 

of age-related texts. 
In school, children will have daily phonics lessons, weekly comprehension 

lessons and will use a range of texts as a focus for English lessons.
As a result, they will  be exposed to a range of texts across a range of genres. 

Phonics
Read Write Inc

We follow the programme of Read Write Inc. Ruth Miskin where phonemes and 
graphemes are grouped together into sets.

All pupils receive discrete daily phonics lesson which follows the Introduce, 
Review, Teach, Practise and Apply model. They are provided opportunities for 

daily oral and written practice to increase phonic knowledge and develop letter 
formation and joins. 

Bespoke book focus
A First Poetry Book & The Gunpowder 

Plot

Home Reading

Whilst they will be regularly listened 
to read in school, children will also 
benefit further by practising their 

reading at home. Children should try 
to read 3 times a week at home and 

this should be recorded in their 
reading diary. Reading diaries will be 

checked weekly and should be in 
school every day.



Writing

Children will begin to learn the basic features of fact files, character descriptions and letters. Linked to our topic work on the Gunpowder 
Plot, children will write a fact file about the life of Guy Fawkes and a character description about the ‘wanted’ man Thomas Percy. 

Following this, the children will write a letter to Santa in preparation for Christmas.

Spelling

#

This term, we will continue to learn the Year 1 common 
exception words. As part of their homework, children 
will receive two spellings from the word list. Please 
practise these spellings with your child using the say 
cover,  write, check grid. If the children remember how 
to spell the words in their list, they will be given new 
ones. Any they spell incorrectly will remain on their list. 
We will also be studying the following spelling rules:
• Pupils know that English spelling rarely end with a 

single v so if a word ends with a /v/ sound the letter e 
is usually to the end of the word.

• Pupils add the suffix es to make singular words ending 
in sh, ch, ss, s, x, z plural.

• Pupils add the suffix s  to all other words ending in a 
single consonant

• Pupils recognise that /ee/ sound is spelt with a y at the 
end of a word.



Maths
Children will be following Power Maths which is a mastery programme created in partnership 
with White Rose Maths. Rich textbooks provide a coherent structure through the curriculum 
and support children on their journey towards deeper understanding. Practice Books give just 
the right amount of intelligent practice for children to complete independently. 

Within these maths sessions, children will practise basic place value, calculation skills and 
geometry including; 
• Add and subtract one digit numbers to 10, including zero.
• Solve one step problems that involve addition and subtraction, using concrete objects and 

pictorial representations and missing number problems.
• Count to twenty, forwards and backwards, beginning with 0 or 1, from any given number.
• Count, read and write numbers to 20 in numerals and words. 
• Recognise and name common 2-D shapes, including: (for example, rectangles (including 

squares), circles and triangles)
• Recognise and name common 3-D shapes, including: (for example, cuboids (including 

cubes), pyramids and spheres.)

https://home.oxfordowl
.co.uk/maths/primary-
maths-age-5-6-year-1/

https://community.mat
hletics.com/signin

In order to support your child with their learning, it would be helpful if you could: 
• practise recalling doubles facts
• count in 2s 5s and 10s.

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/maths/primary-maths-age-5-6-year-1/
https://community.mathletics.com/signin
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=http://www.academicschoice.com/websites/mathletics.php&psig=AOvVaw0PfCf7TjQzabVTD8GAi-4x&ust=1592259158208000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPj_0PquguoCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAJ


PE Kits
Please assist your child in taking responsibility for 

remembering to bring their PE kit into school at the start 
of every new term.

Reading Diaries

Reading diaries should be in school every day. 
Please try to hear your child read at least three times a 
week and discuss key themes, events and characters. 
Please comment on your child’s reading in the Home 

School Book.

Homework

Maths homework will be given via Seesaw. It will be available online each
Friday and should be completed by the following  Wednesday. Spellings will 
continue to be sent home in the children’s green homework books as usual. 

Please let us know if you need a paper copy of the maths homework.

Key Dates

End of Term Treat
1R – Baking Christmas Biscuits - Nothing required from home

1P – Christmas Slumber Party (watching a Christmas film 
whilst having a deluxe hot chocolate and decorating 
biscuits) – Children to bring cosy clothes in a separate bag e.g. 

pyjamas, slippers, dressing gowns.

09.11.21 –
12.10.21

Parents Meetings – virtual/telephone/face-to-face

18.11.21 Individual/sibling photograph day

25.11.21 Christmas Crafts Family time – time slots TBC

07.12.21 -PM Year 1 and 2 Christmas Performance

08.12.21 -AM Year 1 and 2 Christmas Performance

09.12.21 Christmas Lunch (Christmas jumpers can be worn)

10.12.21 Christmas Jumper Day

14.12.21 Christmas Party



If you require any further support, please speak to your child’s class teacher.

Alternatively, the Y1 email address (RJYear1@roseberryprimary.org.uk) 

can also be used to support with teacher-parent communication. 

We would like to thank parents and carers for their on-going support.

The Y1 Team

mailto:2@roseberryprimary.org.uk

